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Ceramics Critique

Research:

You are going to be writing a critique on an earthenware sculpture that you’ve researched online. The sculpture can take any form (jewelry, pottery, cups, animals, the human figure, etc.). Once you have found an image that you like with enough accompanying information, use the following prompts to outline and write your critique.

Helpful Websites:

www.onlineceramics.com

www.ceramicstoday.com

www.designaddict.com
Any other book or website is acceptable as long as it is approved by your teacher.

The Critique:

Step 1: Describe

· Describe what you see without judgment

· Describe the process of how it was constructed

· List all of the information in the credit line (artist, medium, size, year, etc.)

· Identify the key features of the piece

Step 2: Analyze 

· How is the work organized?

· What elements and principles did the artist use, and in what way?
Step 3: Interpret

· Elaborate on the what the features suggest
· Why did the artist use these features to convey their ideas?
· What is the artist trying to communicate?
· What feeling or mood is conveyed 
Step 4: Judge

· Is this a successful work of art?

· Identify the meaning of this work of art and its value to the art world.

· What is the purpose this was created? Does this artwork achieve its purpose?

· How would you alter this artwork to better achieve its purpose?

· How do you relate to the piece?

Step 5: Formatting

· Ensure that you have followed the APA formatting & citation guidelines, found at www.mrbignell.weebly.com
· Include a image of the piece you are critiquing in an appendix
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	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	E&P Identification
	
	· Poor identification of elements and principles of design

· Identifies few key features

· Identifies few purposes of artwork & major themes
	· Fair identification of elements and principles of design

· Identifies some key features

· Identifies some purposes of artwork & major themes
	· Good identification of elements and principles of design

· Identifies key features

· Identifies purpose of artwork & major themes
	· Great identification of elements and principles of design

· Identifies all key features

· Identifies purpose of artwork & major themes thoroughly

	Response
	
	· Poor interpretation

· Poor inference of mood

· Poor expression of personal reaction to the work
	· Fair interpretation

· Fair inference of mood

· Fair expression of personal reaction to the work
	· Effective interpretation

· Appropriate inference of mood

· Good expression of personal reaction to the work
	· Thorough interpretation

· Effective inference of mood

· Great expression of personal reaction to the work

	Reasoning
	
	· Judgement is not justified

· Impact on the world of art is not considered 
	· Judgement is somewhat justified

· Impact on the world of art is somewhat considered 
	· Judgement is justified

· Impact on the world of art is considered 
	· Judgement is justified and insightful

· Impact on the world of art is thoughtfully considered 

	Mechanics
	
	· 5+ errors
	· 3-4 errors
	· 1-2 errors
	· No errors

	APA Formatting
	
	· Poor APA formatting
· Improper citations

· Much too short/long
	· Fair APA formatting
· Proper citations, fair formatting

· Too short/long
	· Good APA formatting
· Proper citations

· Proper length
	· Perfect APA formatting
· Perfect citations

· Proper length & concisely worded


