Comparative Paragraph Format

A Comparative Paragraph analyzes two or more topics in relation to one another. The following outline will explain the format and help your organize your thoughts in a formal paragraph.

Topic Sentence: (In a sentence, introduce the two issues you will be discussing by saying something about the commonality that exists between them. Be sure to include your thesis about these two issues) 
Batman and Superman are two superheroes that perform incredible feats; however, Superman is superior to Batman.
Point & Proof #1 (Explain issue #1 and support it with evidence from the text) 
Discussion: (Explain the significance of this point and proof in relation to your overall argument –the thesis) 
Batman is the hero of Gotham that defends the city using his agility and utility belt. Batman uses his bat-grappling-hooks to repel buildings and catch criminals. While Batman is an admirable hero, he is too reliant on his tools to be the best hero. 
Transition Sentence: (Link the initial idea being discussed to the next idea (Point #2) by explaining how the ideas are related or impact on each other.) 
Superman is also a superhero with tools and powers at his disposal. 

Point & Support #2: (Explain issue #2 and support it with evidence from the text) 
Discussion: (Explain the significance of this point and proof in relation to your overall argument –the thesis) 
Superman is an outstanding hero because of his powers. Superman has the ability to fly, heat vision, freeze breath, and is practically invincible. Thus, Superman’s powers are leagues beyond any humans, making him a true superhero. 

Comparative Sentences (or Point #3): In a couple of sentences, directly compare the two ideas, analyzing what you’ve learned about each one.
Superman is better than Batman and would win in a fight because his powers are innate; he is not dependent on tools for his feats of strength. Superman has no earthly way of losing or depleting his power. Since Batman could lose his tools, or deplete his supply, he will never defeat superman. 
Concluding Sentence: Conclude your discussion with a sentence, which echoes your thesis in a new way that incorporates the insight your reader has just gained.
Therefore, because Superman’s powers are innate, and Batman doesn’t actually have powers, Superman is the superior hero.
