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The Nature of Suspense

Suspense is created when the reader anticipates the outcome of events in a story, especially as these events affect a character that the reader has formed some sympathetic attachments.

	Literary Devices are often used to create suspense:

	Conflict
	Suspense builds in the reader as tension builds among characters.

	Complications
	The reader worries when complications or unexpected events occur, which interfere with the plans of the hero.

	Setting
	Time of day or era, location, and the atmosphere of the location create suspense through contexts such as wartime, storms, a haunted house, sounds, etc..

	Foreshadowing
	Often a hint that something fearful or negative will occur creates suspense.

	Sympathetic attachment to the protagonist
	Good or bad, the protagonist tends to be the person for whom the audience roots. Thus, the reader feels sympathy for him/her as he/she struggles.

	Irony
	The opposite of what the reader expects may occur, thereby causing surprise and tension.


Suspense Group Paragraph Assignment
Learning Goal: To build your understanding of suspense, and the expository paragraph structure.

Read or listen to “The Monkey’s Paw” and track the elements of suspense using the chart below. Every individual should use their own chart to track the elements. 

Then as a group, write a well-organized paragraph explaining that answers the question: How does the author create suspense in the short story? Use the expository paragraph outline provided to develop your three best points. Then, as a group, write and edit the final paragraph. 
Success Criteria:
· As the first sentence, clearly state your answer to the question and introduce the 3 main points 
· Use direct references to the story as proof. Quotations are great for examples.
· Provide an explanation of how each supporting detail develops suspense
· Formal and effective vocabulary is necessary. Avoid using “I, you, we”, and any informal words 
· Proofread to make sure everything is awesome
	
	NR
	Level 1 (Poor)
	Level 2 (Fair)
	Level 3 (Good)
	Level 4 (Excellent)

	Content
	
	· Arguments are incoherent


	· Arguments are somewhat coherent
	· Arguments are persuasive
	· Arguments are extremely persuasive

	Supporting Details & Explanation 
	
	· Supporting details are inadequate

· Explanation is inadequate
	· Supporting details are adequate proof

· Some explanation
	· Supporting details are relevant and well chosen

· Good explanation
	· Supp. details are exemplary & correctly formatted 

· Excellent explanation

	Grammar and Mechanics 
	
	· little control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Some control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Evident control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Excellent control over spelling, grammar and mechanics

	Style 
	
	· Formality is attempted
	· Paper is written in a formal style
	· Paper is written in a formal and interesting style
	· Paper is written in a formal and very interesting style

	Structure
	
	· Ineffective structure and organization
	· Some effective use of structure and organization
	· Argument is appropriately organized
	· Organization enhances the argument


Evaluation:







Elements of Suspense Tracking Chart
	Suspense Device
	Quotation or Example
	How it Creates Suspense

	Conflict
	
	

	Complications
	
	

	Setting
	
	

	Foreshadowing
	
	

	Sympathetic Attachment
	
	

	Irony
	
	


Paragraph Organizer 

	
	Title


	

	Topic Sentence



	Point 1


	Proof 1


	Discussion 1

	Point 2


	Proof 2


	Discussion 2

	Point 3


	Proof 3
	Discussion 3



	Concluding Sentence





