Symbols

A symbol is a tangible item that represents something greater. Some symbols can develop as their condition or uses change throughout a text.
ie. a lion represents courage

How to analyze a symbol:

1. identify the symbol and what it represents

2. identify the physical properties of that symbol and infer what these tell us about what it represents

3. provide proof from the text (page #'s!)

Example: Chris Creed’s Diary
1. Represents Chris’ self-image.

2. Chris hid his diary from his parents, which implies that Chris, although he is socially awkward, is uncomfortable sharing his personal thoughts with his family.

3. Ali claims, “I think he even had [a diary]. He used to hide some little book inside the back of this picture frame on his wall… I guess he didn’t feel he could stuff it in between his mattresses like most kids” (37).

Other Examples:

· Torey’s Guitar

· The Treasure Map
· The loin cloth covering Jesus
