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The Film Trailer

What is a film trailer?

Trailers or previews are advertisements for movies. The term "trailer" comes from their having originally been shown at the end of a film. That practice did not last long, because patrons tended to leave the theater after the films ended, but the name has stuck. Trailers are now shown before the film begins. Besides in front of theatrical releases, movie trailers have now become extremely popular on the Internet. 

Trailers consist of a series of selected shots from the film being advertised. Since the purpose of the trailer is to attract an audience to the film, these excerpts are usually drawn from the most exciting, funny or otherwise noteworthy parts of the film but in abbreviated form and without spoiling the ending. For this purpose, the scenes are not necessarily in the order in which they appear in the film. A trailer has to achieve that in less than two and a half minutes, the maximum length allowed by theaters. 

In the decades since movie marketing has become a large industry, trailers have become highly polished pieces of advertising, able to present even poor movies in an attractive light.
Parts of a Trailer

Plot summary

Most trailers have a three-act structure similar to a feature-length film. They start with a beginning (act 1) that lays out the premise of the story. The middle (act 2) drives the story further and usually ends with a dramatic climax. Act 3 usually features a strong piece of "signature music" (either a recognizable song or a powerful, sweeping orchestral piece). This last act often consists of a visual montage of powerful and emotional moments of the film and may also contain a cast run if there are noteworthy stars that could help sell the movie.

Voice-over

Voice-over narration is used to briefly set up the premise of the movie and provide explanation when necessary ("In a world..."). Since the trailer is a highly condensed format, voice-over is a useful tool to enhance the audience's understanding of the plot.

Music

Music helps set the atmosphere of the trailer, and can quickly use allusions to establish your theme.

Cast, crew and studio information

A cast run is a list of the stars that appear in the movie. If the director or producer is well known or has made other popular movies, they often warrant a mention as well in the trailer.

Movie Trailer Websites
http://www.apple.com/trailers/
http://uk.filmtrailer.com/
http://youtube.com


Movie Trailer Assignment Outline

Assignment Overview
You are to create a 2 minute film trailer that advertises Romeo & Juliet in a group of 2-5. The trailer will be shot on video and will include a voice over and music.
You will take Shakespeare’s text to put a new spin on it. Consider the way you want to portray Romeo & Juliet: as a romantic comedy, an action, Godfather-style mob movie, etc., and then appropriate the characters, setting, lines, etc. to fit your theme.
Pre-production
You must submit the following things before you can shoot your trailer:
Each group will create their treatment together, but each group member will be responsible for contributing to create a storyboard from the treatment and submit one as a group.

Treatment (Outline of story)
The story will not be fully developed because it is only a movie trailer, but there should be enough so that your audience will have a general idea of what the plot would be. 


1. Title Page 

2. Storyboard
Detailing the types of shots you are using (camera angles and movements), the locations (settings sketches) and the voice over or dialogue.  
Story board templates & examples are provided at the end of this document.
3. Shot List
This is a list of what shots you will be using based on your storyboard. You will not necessarily be shooting your shots in the same order that they will appear in your finished trailer. You will change the order that you shoot your shots in order to save time. 
a. (For example, if your movie trailer starts outside in the football field, then goes into the school, and then ends back out at the football field, you would shoot the two shots in the football field AND then the shot in the school and put them into sequence when you edit.)

2. Prop List
3. Costume & Setting Sketches
4. Company Report: 

a 1 page write up explaining your theme and the reason for your changes to the text

(MLA formatted, 1 per group)

5. Character Report: 

Write a 1 page self reflection analyzing your contributions to this group project and your portrayal of Romeo & Juliet. (MLA Formatted, 1 per group member)

6. Your evaluation page

Your treatment is due on: 






Storyboard Example:
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Production  (Shoot your footage)
-Each person in your group will take on a crew role (director, director of photography, camera people and editors) as well as appear in the trailer as an actor.
-follow equipment sign-out procedures
-Return equipment on time and in the same condition it was when you signed it out
-Shoot very carefully so you don’t end up with a lot of footage. This will make more work in post-production and will take up a lot of hard drive storage on your computer

Post-production (Import & edit your footage)
-You can use a firewire cable to upload your footage into iMovie (in the AV room)
-There is limited hard drive storage on each computer. Some computers have more space than others do. Try to choose a computer with the most space available on the hard drive.
 
Edit
-Each group member should be involved in the editing process.
-Give special considerations to the following:

-Sequencing (the order in which clips appear) should fit the organization of a trailer 

-Transitions should be used to set a distinct atmosphere to reflect the emotion of your scene

-You can add voiceovers and background music in a separate audio track
 
-Remember to save your work frequently


Submit your Movie Trailer in a common movie file format.  
-Export your trailer at a reasonable quality and submit it to your teacher through Dropbox, USB or CD/DVD

Due Date / Screen Date: 






Group Members: 













Scene: 






Genre: 






Treatment Evaluation:






Total: 

/20
	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Company Report
	· Outlines few events, purposes, and reactions 
	· Outlines some events, purposes, and reactions 
	· Effectively outlines events, purposes, and reactions 
	· Efficiently outlines events, purposes, and reactions 

	Storyboard

Video:
	Camera shots / movement and explanation are not well incorporated
	Camera shots / movement and explanation are somewhat well incorporated
	Camera shots / movement and explanation are well incorporated
	Camera shots / movement and explanation are creative well Incorporated 

	Storyboard 

Audio:
	dialogue / music and sound effects are lacking
	dialogue / music and sound effects are somewhat effective
	dialogue / music and sound effects are effective
	dialogue / music and sound effects are well explained and effective

	Story:
	Action is lacking detail and scenes are incongruent
Poor connection to the play
	Action is somewhat lacking and scenes are somewhat congruent
Fair connection to the play
	Action is effective and scenes are congruent
Good connection to the play
	Action is engaging and scenes are well defined
Genre provides new interpretations of the play

	Set Design
	· Setting is unclear
· Poor appropriation
	· Setting is sensible
· Fair appropriation
	· Clearly establishes setting

· Effectively appropriated
	· Setting is thoughtful
· Very well appropriated

	Costume 

& Props
	· Poor costume design

· Poor prop list

· Poor justification of each
	· Fair costume design

· Fair prop list

· Fair justification of each
	· Complete costume design

· Complete prop list

· Good justification of each
	· Great costume design

· Great prop list

· Great justification of each

	Accuracy
	· Little thought given to theme selection & appropriation

· Contains few elements of the original scene 
	· Somewhat sensible theme selection & appropriation

· Contains some elements of the original scene 
	· Sensible theme selection & appropriation

· Contains all elements of the scene
	· Thoughtful theme selection & appropriation

· Contains all elements of the scene and thoughtful alterations

	Organization & Presentation:
	· Product is mostly incomplete

· Title pg is not suitable

· Little organization is evident

· Product reveals little effort and insight in the design
	· Product is mostly complete

· Title pg  is somewhat suitable

· Elements are somewhat organized and clearly labeled

· Product reveals some effort and insight in the design
	· Product is complete

· Title page suits theme

· Elements are organized and clearly labeled

· Product reveals effort and insight in the design
	· Product is complete

· Title page exemplifies theme

· Elements are effectively organized and clearly labeled

· Product reveals much effort and insight in the design

	Self Reflection
	· Poor character analysis

· Poor explanation of motives

· Poor understanding of the film making process
	· Fair character analysis

· Fair explanation of motives

· Fair understanding of the film making process
	· Good character analysis

· Good explanation of motives

· Good understanding of the film making process
	· Great character analysis

· Great explanation of motives

· Great understanding of the film making process


Film Evaluation: 







Total: 

/50

	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Filming:
	-Camera is used somewhat inappropriately

-Time not well used
	-Camera is used somewhat appropriately

-Time used somewhat well
	-Camera is used appropriately

-Time used reasonably well
	Camera used appropriately and effectively

-Time used very well

	Editing:
	-editing machine used haphazardly

-little attempt made to use different transitions

-time used ineffectively
	-editing machine used somewhat well

-some attempt made to use different transitions

-time used somewhat effectively
	-editing machine used with some confidence

-successfully uses different transitions

-time used reasonably well
	-editing machine used with confidence and competence

-successfully uses different transitions creatively

-time used effectively

	Finished Piece:
	-Much too short or long
-few elements of a trailer included
-partially complete and/or two days late
	-Too short or long
-Some elements of a trailer included
-nearly complete and/or one day late
	-Approaches 2 minute mark
-most elements of a trailer included
-complete and on time
	-2 minutes in length
-all elements of a trailer included
-complete, polished and on time


Digital Story Storyboard Template
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