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“Time to say ‘No’ to TV?”
	Evidence that uses LOGIC (facts, statistics, theories).  

How are the facts persuasive?


	Evidence that appeals to EMOTIONS.  

What emotion should you feel?
	Evidence that uses the writer’s CHARACTER to persuade.  

What do you think of the speaker?



	Biased Language
	

	Hyperbole
	

	Rhetorical Question
	

	Repetition
	

	Allusion
	

	Irony
	

	Tone
	

	Overall argument of the article:


	Do you agree with the argument?  Why / why not?


“When Does a Boy Become a Man?” By Henry G. Felsen
	Evidence that uses LOGIC (facts, statistics, theories).  

How are the facts persuasive?


	Evidence that appeals to EMOTIONS.  

What emotion should you feel?
	Evidence that uses the writer’s CHARACTER to persuade.  

What do you think of the speaker?



	Biased Language
	

	Hyperbole
	

	Rhetorical Question
	

	Repetition
	

	Allusion
	

	Irony
	

	Tone
	

	Overall argument of the article:


	Do you agree with the argument?  Why / why not?


“Thanks for Not Killing My Son” by Rita Schindler
	Evidence that uses LOGIC (facts, statistics, theories).  

How are the facts persuasive?


	Evidence that appeals to EMOTIONS.  

What emotion should you feel?
	Evidence that uses the writer’s CHARACTER to persuade.  

What do you think of the speaker?



	Biased Language
	

	Hyperbole
	

	Rhetorical Question
	

	Repetition
	

	Allusion
	

	Irony
	

	Tone
	

	Overall argument of the article:


	Do you agree with the argument?  Why / why not?


“Hidden Lessons” by David Suzuki
	Evidence that uses LOGIC (facts, statistics, theories).  

How are the facts persuasive?


	Evidence that appeals to EMOTIONS.  

What emotion should you feel?
	Evidence that uses the writer’s CHARACTER to persuade.  

What do you think of the speaker?



	Biased Language
	

	Hyperbole
	

	Rhetorical Question
	

	Repetition
	

	Allusion
	

	Irony
	

	Tone
	

	Overall argument of the article:


	Do you agree with the argument?  Why / why not?


The King of Kong: A Fistful of Quarters – by Seth Gordon
[5 marks – questions; 5 marks – paragraph]

Watch the movie carefully, and answer the following questions.  Treat the movie like a scavenger hunt.
	How does the movie LOGIC (facts, statistics, history, etc.) to convince you:
How are the facts persuasive?



	How does the movie play to your EMOTIONS to convince you:
What emotion should you feel?


	How does the movie portray the CHARACTER of the various people in the story:
What are you supposed to think about the two main characters??




	Overall argument of the movie:

	Do you think the movie played fair? Do you think it presented its argument in an unbiased way? (Give three reasons)


While popular, the movie has been criticized for factual inaccuracies. Here’s one blogger’s take:

	Wow, what a fascinating, intense movie dredged from reality that is, right? What an amazing flick, and people who’ve seen it and come to me to tell me about it all rave about how it almost plays like a big morality play and suspense novel all at once.

Yes! Yes it does. Too bad it’s loaded with falsehoods. And by loaded, I mean packed, and by packed I mean like the last Japanese subway car before they have to shut down the line. I have seen both the screener and the final work of this film, and then I spent a lot of time listening to a lot of people, people who should know about the events portrayed in the flick. Here’s some minor, middling issues to consider:

· A core theme is that Billy Mitchell is a jerk, one who doesn’t even deign to spend time in the same location as Steve Wiebe and won’t even come in to eat lunch at the same table as him. In fact, Billy came in and paid for lunch. 

· Billy denies Steve the satisfaction of playing one-on-one on Donkey Kong. They’d played Donkey Kong one-on-one a year before the documentary was filmed at a previous championship. 

· It seems like Steve Wiebe finally gets a chance to top Billy and that same day, a videotape arrives and Billy tops Wiebe. Steve Wiebe already had the top spot in Donkey Kong, having achieved the record before the documentary started. 

· The videotape that Billy sends in has a suspicious glitch. The videotape was a copy and the original was sent in with no glitch. 

· Two representatives of Twin Galaxies arcade forced their way into Steve’s garage and looted the machine. Two members of the same social scene as Twin Galaxies and Steve were let into his garage by his grandmother, and asked Steve for permission to photograph the circuit board. 

· A number of insiders constantly appraised Billy on what was going on at the competition and took suggestions from him. Multiple times, the conversations being shown from both sides are not the same conversation. 

What I’m saying here is that a good percentage of what makes the documentary “good” are made up conflicts, inaccurate reporting, smoothed-over narratives that are meant to make you root for one side or hate the other, when in fact reality doesn’t hold up to these allegations. The whole point of the narrative is that Steve is wronged, denied his rightful place in the record books because of internal machinations. But he had the championship for 3 years! He had played Billy one-on-one. Billy was not on this campaign to cut Steve off at the knees at every turn so to humiliate him and dismiss him, to his own aggrandizement.
http://ascii.textfiles.com/archives/1303


What do you think about the above? Do you believe it? Why or why not? If it’s true, does it make you like the documentary less? Do documentaries have an obligation to tell the factual truth, or is it enough to manipulate things to get the point across? (Write an informal paragraph discussing these, and any other, issues this raises.)
