Argument and Persuasion

To persuade – to convince others to think, act, or feel a certain way

To argue – to appeal to reason and emotion concerning a topic with opposing views

These two come together when you first present an argument, then attempt to persuade someone that you are right

We do this all the time:

· Advertising

· Religion

· Politics

· Matters of personal opinion

Methods of persuasion – appealing to reason, emotion, sense of ethics

Persuasive techniques:

· Hyperbole – using over-exaggeration

· Understatement

· Rhetorical question

· Repetition

· Irony and sarcasm

· Allusions – referring to a well-known myth, historic event, story… 

· Anecdotes – telling a short story that relates to the topic and illustrates  point
· Facts, stats, and quoting authority
Debates – two opposing teams defend their sides and try to disprove the other side’s arguments

Affirmative – side that is for the issue ( ex: for abortion

Opposition – side that is against the issue ( ex: against abortion

Format 
-    opening statement (affirmative side)

(2 min)

· opening statement (opposition)


(2 min)
· affirmative – present point 1


(2-3 min)
· opposition – rebuttal (disprove their point)
(1 min)

· affirmative – respond to rebuttal


(1 min)
· opposition – present point 1


(2-3 min)
· … to point 3

· opposition – closing statement


(2 min)
· affirmative – closing statement


(2 min)
