Colonialism & Postcolonialsim

Colonialism is the building and maintaining of colonies in one territory by people from another territory. Colonialism is a process whereby sovereignty over the colony is claimed by the controlling state and social structure, government and economics are changed by the colonists.

The reasons for the practice of colonialism include:

•The profits to be made.

•To expand the power of the colonizer.

•To convert the indigenous population to the colonists' religion.

Ideology: 

For colonialism to be successful the colonizer would set up a dichotomy (a set of opposites) within the social ideology where everything from the colonizing country is virtuous, and everything indigenous is savage and feeble. Colonial literature upholds this dichotomy through the language and diction.

Just so we’re all clear, people did notice the terrible things associated with colonialism (theft, death, murder, etc.), which started the school of thought called postcolonialism. 
Postcolonialism is a school of thought that attempts to destabilize and undermine the social superiority assumed in the “western way of thinking” which was established through colonialism.

Postcolonialism gives “the colonized” an opportunity to speak back. Historically, it looks something like this:
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“No you’re not!”




Although Sawyer’s Hominids does not involve an invasion or colonization of an entire species, it does set up the dichotomous thinking consistent with colonialism. 

Consider the social structure and values of both societies (Homo Sapiens and Neanderthal) and determine which ideology you’d rather belong to. Use examples from the text to support your opinion.

Finally, if you’d like to know how Sawyer resolves the colonial tension between parallel worlds, you’ll have to finish reading the Neanderthal Parallax Trilogy.

