Comparative Paragraph Format

A Comparative Paragraph analyzes two or more topics in relation to one another. The following outline will explain the format and help your organize your thoughts in a formal paragraph.

Topic Sentence: (In a sentence, introduce the two issues you will be discussing by saying something about the commonality that exists between them. Be sure to include your thesis about these two issues) 
Point & Proof #1 (Explain issue #1 and support it with evidence from the text) 
Discussion: (Explain the significance of this point and proof in relation to your overall argument –the thesis) 
Transition Sentence: (Link the initial idea being discussed to the next idea (Point #2) by explaining how the ideas are related or impact on each other.) 
Point & Support #2: (Explain issue #2 and support it with evidence from the text) 
Discussion: (Explain the significance of this point and proof in relation to your overall argument –the thesis) 
Comparative Sentences (or Point #3): In a couple of sentences, directly compare the two ideas, analyzing what you’ve learned about each one.

Concluding Sentence: Conclude your discussion with a sentence, which echoes your thesis in a new way that incorporates the insight your reader has just gained.

