	[image: image1.png]


Grade 9 Art (Open)
Teacher: Mr. Bignell - www.MrBignell.weebly.com
	Preston High School

519 – 653 – 2367


What you can expect:
Welcome to the Art Department at Preston High School.  The arts at Preston are amazing and this is where it all starts. This course acts as a foundation for the subsequent Visual Art courses at Preston, and will emphasize the Elements and Principles of Design to prepare students for their continuation in grade 10, 11, and 12 Visual Art.  

Students will explore a wide variety of tools, techniques, and media- including drawing, painting, printmaking, clay, sculpture, mixed-media, and more.  Peer, self and large group critiques will occur on a regular basis.  Students will also obtain an introductory understanding of Art History through their studies of the Prehistoric period to art of the mid 1900’s.  Using methods of analysis and criticism, students will research the work of historical and contemporary artists as influences for their own work.

	What’s expected of you:

· Show up for class on time

· Be prepared to take notes every day

· Do not bring any food or drink to the classroom (other than bottled water)

· Clean up after yourself
	Mark Breakdown:
Projects

50%

Tests / Written Work
10%

Sketchbook
10%

Culminating Activities

30%




Cost & Equipment:
There is no course fee; however, you still have to supply some things:

· A notebook or binder which can hold handouts

· Pencils (2B, B, HB, H) and a white eraser

· Fine tipped black pen (Pilot Fineliner)

· Sketchbook

· Gluestick

· Good quality coloured pencils (such as PrismaColour, Berol or Laurentian)

Note: Art kits with all of the above materials are sold at cost for $20 from the art department.

The Sketchbook is a very important part of AVI 10I.  It exhibits not only the product, but just as important, the process of the creative idea.  The Sketchbook is to be kept clean, organized and should be stored in the Art Classroom at all times (unless your teacher authorizes a take-home assignment).  The first 5-10 minutes of every class will be designated as personal sketch time to build your portfolio.

Other Important information:
This course does not have an exam; thus, your culminating activities are extremely important. Any student who does not submit their culminating activities will fail the course, regardless of your previous mark.

It is imperative that you stay organized and submit assignments on time. In addition to using your student planner, you may view due dates, assignment sheets and other useful information online at http://www.mrbignell.weebly.com.  This website will be updated as you begin new projects, and is a great way to keep parents up to date on what’s happening in class.

The art studio will be open Tuesday and Thursday at lunch to students who have signed up to work during these times. If students have not signed up to be in the studio, it may not be open. The studio will also be open on Wednesdays after school.
This course will be evaluated according to the Ministry of Education documents, The Ontario Curriculum Grades 9 and 10: The Arts (2010) and Growing Success. Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools. First Edition Grade 1 -12 (2010). 

Acknowledgement:
We have read and understood what is expected of 



 to be successful in this course.

(student’s name)


(student)
(parent / guardian)
(date)

Major Projects:

	Due Dates
	Projects

	
	Title Page, sketchbook (Art History, Composition, Balance)

	
	Elements and Principles of Design Introduction, sketchbook 

	
	Drawing Introduction, sketchbook (Form, Drawing Techniques)

	
	CD cover, sketchbook

	
	Painted Portrait, studio project (Painting Techniques, Colour Theory)

	
	Egyptian Cartouche, studio project (Art History, Composition)

	
	Greek Clay Pots, studio project (Sculpture/Clay Techniques, Art History)

	
	Gargoyle Vessels, studio project (Sculpture/Clay Techniques, Texture, Shape, Form, Space)

	
	Medieval Illuminated Letters, sketchbook (Graphic Techniques, Art History)

	
	Portraiture, sketchbook (Drawing Techniques)

	
	Group of Seven Painting, studio project (Unity, Harmony, Landscape Techniques,   Perspective, Painting Techniques)

	
	SUMMATIVE PROJECT (Culminating knowledge of Elements and Principles of  Design, Tools, Techniques, and Creative Expression)


Visual Art Department Guidelines:
	Rules:
	· Follow all school rules as outlined in the student handbook- including dress code and cell phone usage.

· It is Preston High School Policy that all major assignments will receive a late penalty of 10% from the value of the assignment. A Department CUT OFF date will be assigned for each assignment. Assignments handed in after the cutoff date will receive a ZERO.

	Environment:
	· Maintain a clean personal working space & general classroom- you will also be placed in a clean-up group and participation is mandatory.

· Place personal belongings under tables- not in the aisles.

· No food or drinks in the classroom except water.  No water in the darkroom or computer lab.

· Friends who are not in the program are not allowed in the studio/darkroom without teacher permission.

· Chairs get pushed under the tables after each class and get stacked on top of the tables at the end of the day.

· Know your responsibility for emergency situations.

	Supplies:
	· Come prepared with pencils, erasers, pencil crayons, project requirements & inspirational material.  Do not rely on borrowing a classmate’s material.

· Return any supplies lent to you by the teacher.

· Do not waste; take only what you need.

· Do not damage art supplies/textbooks/equipment/etc.

· Do not remove any supplies/equipment without the teacher’s approval.

	Peers & Yourself:
	· Work together as a team- that means that everyone participates. 

· Respect the ideas and opinions of others- stay positive and happy whenever you can manage it.

· Take responsibility for any classes that you miss this year- make up darkroom/studio time during open studio hours if necessary and actively seek extra help.

· Responsible and safe conduct toward yourself and others.

	Ethics:
	· Each student is responsible for his/her own work.  If you have anyone else do ANY part of your work for you, you will receive a ZERO on the assignment and may lose your credit.

· You may not take photographs of children without permission from their parents. Artwork may not include: Explicit Nudity, Violence, Drugs, Alcohol, or Profanity.

	Computers:
	· Students may not enter the computer lab or use computers without teacher permission.

· Again, no water, food or drinks are allowed in the computer lab

· Computers must strictly be used for school work.  No computer games, messaging, emails or firewall hacking.

· Be gentle- do not damage equipment.

· Place chairs under computer desks and maintain a clean working environment.  Remove any personal items/garbage when you leave the computer lab.

	Teacher:
	· Do not talk when the teacher is talking & remove music devices.

· Proactively discuss any difficulties you may have.

· A polite tone will be used between the student and teacher.


