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Culminating Activity

Choose ONE topic from the list below and for it, gather at least 5 different sources.  Choose sources that explore a variety of different opinions on that topic and that provide the most information.
	ETHICS
	FANTASY / SCIENCE FICTION / HORROR

	· Wind Power
	· Animal Rights
	· Creating Monsters
	· The Future of Sci Fi

	· Body Piercings
	· Condoms In Schools
	· Modern-Day Witches
	· The Vampire Tradition

	· Foster Care
	· Marriage & Divorce
	· Modern Magicians
	· Literature Adaptations

	· Age Discrimination
	· Anorexia / Bulimia
	· Videogames and Reality
	· Serial Killers

	· Corporal Punishment
	· Dieting
	· Theories on a New World
	· Bullying

	· Home Schooling
	· Polygamy
	· Science Fiction Turned Fact
	· Other? 


· Get copies of each source and DOCUMENT where you got it from.  For help with documentation, see mrbignell.weebly.com or bibme.org

· NOTE: Failure to submit MLA documentation for this assignment will result in earning a mark of ZERO and will very likely jeopardize your success in this class.
THE WORKSHEETS 
(DUE:                                                        )

· As you read, take notes on THE WORKSHEETS provided (ENG 4CI Icon or blaak.weebly.com).  These worksheets will help you organize your information and prepare you for the planning stage of writing.  
THE FORMAL REPORT or ESSAY 
(DUE:                                                        )

· Generate an overall question you’d like to answer about your topic.  Examples for the topic of ANIMAL CRUELTY could be: What type of person engages in animal cruelty?  What societal reasons exist to explain animal cruelty?

· Write a formal report or essay (750-1000) words long – Reports must be formatted snazzily to be easily accessible to an audience.  Essays must be written to be formal and persuasive. 

· Focus on answering your research question.

· Use your notes to plan and write a piece on your topic.  

· Be sure to choose appropriate headings and subheadings, or essay structure.

· One of your headings / subheadings should recognize opposition to your argument and your intelligent explanation of how that opposition is flawed.

· Follow appropriate formatting studied.  

· Include in-text citations Be sure to include an MLA-style Works Cited page 

· Include a title page

· Include a Table of Contents Page
· If you include appendices (supporting materials for reference at the end of the report), place them before the Works Cited
THE PRESENTATION
(Date:                                                        )

· You will present your topic and answer to your question in a 10-15 minute presentation.  

· You must use your visual essay to help generate talking points on your topic.  

· You will also incorporate at least ONE other media component such as a video clip, audio clip, PowerPoint images, etc.  

· You must also ENGAGE your audience in discussion by seeking audience participation and involvement.  

· For your success, consider commissioning willing volunteers prior to you presenting.
· You will be graded on attire and grooming; come prepared to impress.  
VISUAL ESSAY or INFORMATIONAL BROCHURE
(Due: on your presentation date)

· Choose relevant images and statements to create an effective visual essay or informational brochure to be used in your presentation

· The visual essay should have a clear thesis 

· The images, captions, and quotations should all contribute to proving your thesis to be true.

· Consider:
 Overall argument
 Organization

 Font Size

 Creativity


 Use of Titles

 Use of symbolic colours
 Care and Execution
 Planned images, captions, quotations
	Formal Presentation Rubric

Name: 



/50

The following are minimal standards that must be met.  A fail in any one of these segments means he presentation must be graded below 55%.

Plagiarized elements including no WC page  

Yes (fail)

No

Achieves the primary purpose in at least a minimal way

Yes

No (fail)

Once minimum standards have been met, the presentation will be assessed as follows:

Content:

Criteria

R

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Thesis

Compelling statement of argument

Introduction

Creative intro of topic, clear thesis, and offers direction

Body

Thesis is developed with detail and proof

Conclusion

Sum up main points and provides final thought

Organization

Argument uses subheadings

Logical order of proof

Uses transitions and numerical reminders of logical argument

Sources 

Variety of sources

Credits sources or provides a WC page 

Word Choice 

Formal and appropriate language

Personal Delivery Skills
Criteria

R

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Intonation and volume
Flow and verbal fillers and clarity

Eye contact

Gestures and body language

Use of media (other than visual essay)
Attire and Grooming


	Visual / Brochure Essay Rubric 
Name: 
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The following are minimal standards that must be met.  A fail in any one of these segments means he presentation must be graded below 55%.

Plagiarized elements including no WC page  

Yes (fail)

No

Achieves the primary purpose in at least a minimal way

Yes

No (fail)

Has communication errors that create confusion and severely limit communication

Yes (fail)

No

Once minimum standards have been met, the presentation will be assessed as follows:

Content:

Criteria

R

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Thesis \ Focus

Has an appropriate thesis as a heading

Text Headings

Represent main arguments

Text Support

Information supports proper arguments

Text Layout

Point form information 
Consideration of Shape
Text Language

Professional and mature

Virtually error free

Images

Appropriate for thesis and support arguments

Appropriate captions

Design
Text and images arranged appropriately

All visual elements enhance thesis.

Assembled with care




	Formal Report Rubric

Name: 
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The following are minimal standards that must be met.  A fail in any one of these segments means he presentation must be graded below 55%.

Plagiarized elements including no WC page  

Yes (fail)

No

Achieves the primary purpose in at least a minimal way

Yes

No (fail)

Has communication errors that create confusion and severely limit communication

Yes (fail)

No

Once minimum standards have been met, the presentation will be assessed as follows:

Criteria

R

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Introductory materials and appendices
Title Page, Table of contents, appendices 
Sources
All researched info is documented

WC follows MLA format
Introduction
Engages reader

Summarizes key points
Content
Sufficient info to support reader

Focused and relevant info
Conclusion 
Sums up main points

Appropriate and relevant
Organization
Effective use of headings and subheadings
Visual Elements
Appropriate visuals

Labels visuals

Refers to visuals in report
Format / Appearance
Easy to follow

Consistent
Tone and Style
Formal and professional
Mechanics
Apparently error free
Word Count
Is 750-1000 words

	Formal Report Rubric

Name: 
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The following are minimal standards that must be met.  A fail in any one of these segments means he presentation must be graded below 55%.

Plagiarized elements including no WC page  

Yes (fail)

No

Achieves the primary purpose in at least a minimal way

Yes

No (fail)

Has communication errors that create confusion and severely limit communication

Yes (fail)

No

Once minimum standards have been met, the presentation will be assessed as follows:

Criteria

R

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Introductory materials and appendices
Title Page, Table of contents, appendices 
Sources
All researched info is documented

WC follows MLA format
Introduction
Engages reader

Summarizes key points
Content
Sufficient info to support reader

Focused and relevant info
Conclusion 
Sums up main points

Appropriate and relevant
Organization
Effective use of headings and subheadings
Visual Elements
Appropriate visuals

Labels visuals

Refers to visuals in report
Format / Appearance
Easy to follow

Consistent
Tone and Style
Formal and professional
Mechanics
Apparently error free
Word Count
Is 750-1000 words


















