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Disturbia News Article Assignment

You will be creating the front page of a newspaper set in the movie before/during/after the events that take place in the movie.  

Instructions:

Write a front page news story about Disturbia that follows the format and structure of a news article.  Ensure your article contains: 

· a clever headline

· a byline and dateline

· a picture with a caption

· quotations from experts (that you’ve made up)

· short paragraphs

· an informational style 

Potential Topics: 

Review the class brainstorming sheet for topics and tips.

Structure & Layout Tips:

1. Organize your information by importance and follow the inverted pyramid structure. You must rearrange the information so the most important summary is first, followed by some elaboration.

2. Examine the header of a regular newspaper; in your paper, include the name of the paper, the city, and the date.  Try to copy the format of a regular paper.

3. In the remaining space, include a weather report and a preview of what’s inside (Theatre and the Arts, Editorial, Advice Column, etc.)  Try to generate some snappy, sensationalistic headlines that would sell papers in Steepleton.

Success Criteria:

· Ensure that you summarize the most important events in your story, and elaborate on them.

· Incorporate proof from eye witnesses and experts.

· Try to have your newspaper look like an actual newspaper with columns, captions, headlines, and photos strategically placed.
· Double check spelling and professionalism.

· Your newspaper may be no smaller than a 8 ½ x 11” piece of paper, and no larger than 11 x 14”.

Evaluation:









TOTAL: 


	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge &
Understanding
	
	Poor summary of events

Contains few elements of a newspaper
	Fair summary of events

Contains some elements of a newspaper
	Good summary of key events

Contains most elements of a newspaper
	Excellent summary of critical events

Contains all elements of a newspaper

	Inquiry


	
	Little use of proof, facts, quotations, elaborations
	Some use of proof, facts, quotations, elaborations
	Good use of proof, facts, quotations, elaborations
	Excellent use of proof, facts, quotations, elaborations

	Format & Structure
	
	Does not reflect newspaper layout

Improper organization

Much too long/short
	Fair newspaper layout

Fair organization

A little long/short
	Good newspaper layout

Good organization

Around 250 words
	Outstanding layout

Perfect organization

250 words, and a concise style

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation

& Voice
	
	7+ apparent errors (no apparent proofread)
Informal voice
	4-6 apparent errors
Fair use of style 
	1-3 apparent errors
Good journalistic style
	No apparent errors
Excellent journalistic style


