Ethics Debate and Visual Essay Assignment

Part 1: Debate 









(40 marks)
In groups of 4, you will be debating a controversial topic that is relevant to you. Two of you will form the affirmative team (supporting the controversial issue), and the other two form the opposition (against the issue). Be sure to complete all of your research, brainstorming, and outlining to ensure you sound professional in the debate, and have a strong argument.

Your debate should last 16-20 minutes in total. You and your partner are responsible for 8-10 minutes of content.
Instructions:
· Choose a topic and a position from the list provided in class
· Use your research & planning time wisely to find out everything you can about your argument, including

· Reasons for and against (you and your partner will argue your best 3)

· Examples to illustrate your points
· Develop a thesis as well as 3 supporting arguments to prove your side of the topic
· use the persuasive techniques we discussed in class

· Anticipate arguments from your opposition and brainstorm potential rebuttals to prove them wrong

· Prepare to present your argument orally (use cue cards, prepare media, anything you need).

· Dress and speak formally on your presentation date

As noted on your course outline, group presentations will continue even if a member is absent (so make sure you have a copy of your partners notes). If you do not present on your scheduled date you will receive a mark of zero. Finally, all work should be shared equally among partners, in planning, creating, and presenting.
Presentation Date: 












Topic: 






Position: 







Debate Outline:

Opening Statement – state your position and provide a little bit of background information about the topic – explain why your position in the argument:

Point 1 – 


Evidence (from research)  – 


Explanation (how does it prove your point?) – 

Point 2 – 


Evidence – 


Explanation – 

Point 3 – 


Evidence – 


Explanation – 

Rebuttal:

	Possible points other team might make
	Evidence/reasons to prove they’re wrong

	
	


Closing Statement – restate your position and summarize the points you’ve made  - explain your position and wrap up any unclear thoughts:

Part 2 – Visual Essay & Works Cited






(20 Marks)
To aid your arguments in the debate, you will create a visual essay. A visual essay is a poster that communicates your thesis (your position in the argument), and illustrates your main arguments in an visual manner. Your visual essay is not meant to replace your argument debate, but rather complement it by adding visual proof to your arguments.

Remember the guidelines of a successful visual aid:
· Thesis should be abundantly clear
· Proof should be visually oriented
· Text should be condensed into bullets or short sentences

· Text should be visual to everyone in the audience (make the font big & bold)

· Pictures should be clear

· Everything should be presented in an organized way

Also, give consideration to the shape of your visual essay. Instead of a rectangle of Bristol board, consider shaping the poster to reiterate your content. Use the examples discussed in class as a guideline.

Finally, you must have a works cited attached to the back of your visual essay. Anything that appears on your visual essay or debate (pictures, quotations, statistics, etc..) must be properly cited. Any visual essay submitted without an MLA formatted works cited will receive a mark of zero.

You can review how to format an MLA Works Cited page at: http://MrBignell.weebly.com/citation-guidelines.html
Self & Peer Evaluation:

Following your presentation, on a lined sheet of paper give yourself and your partner a mark out of 10, and explain why you and your partner deserve these marks.  Note that both partners must complete this individually, to explain any discrepancies in the distribution of work.
Visual Essay Outline:

Thesis – 


Visual – 

Point 1 – 


Visual – 


Explanation – 

Point 2 – 


Visual – 


Explanation - 

Point 3 – 


Visual – 


Explanation - 

Possible Layouts:

Draw three thumbnail sketches in the following boxes to brainstorm how you can format your information.

	
	
	


Debate Evaluation: 







Total: 
/30
	Debate Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Organization & Clarity: 

viewpoints and responses are outlined both clearly and orderly.
	Unclear in most parts
Poor use of time
	Clear in some parts, but not overall
Fair use of time
	Mostly clear and orderly
Good use of time
	Completely clear and orderly
Exemplary use of time

	Use of Arguments: 

reasons are given to support viewpoint.
	Few or no relevant reasons given
	Some relevant reasons given
	Most reasons given are relevant
	All reasons given are relevant

	Use of Examples
examples and facts are given to support reasons.
	Few or no supporting examples
	Some relevant examples
	Many relevant examples
	All examples given are relevant and compelling

	Use of Rebuttal: 

arguments made by the other teams are responded to and dealt with effectively.
	Counter-arguments have little reason
	Some effective counter-arguments made
	Many effective counter-arguments made
	Has effective counter-arguments  for every opposing point made

	Use of Research: 

Support for arguments is based on researched facts, statistics, and examples
	Few references and examples from research
	Some effective references and examples from research
	Many effective references and examples from research
	All points are supported by effective references and examples from research

	Preparation:
All notes will be submitted 
	Preparation is limited
	Sufficient amount of preparation
	Good amount of preparation
	Great amount of preparation



Individual Evaluation: 









Name: 


 Total: 
/10
      Name: 


 Total: 
/10

	Criteria
	R
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Presentation Skills:

Volume, tone, pace, gestures, eye contact, etc.
	
	
	
	
	

	Formality of Language: Formality of speech
	
	
	
	
	

	Listening with Purpose:
Attentiveness to oppositions arguments 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of thought:

Ability to formulate arguments on the spot
	
	
	
	
	

	Criteria
	R
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Presentation Skills:

Volume, tone, pace, gestures, eye contact, etc.
	
	
	
	
	

	Formality of Language: Formality of speech
	
	
	
	
	

	Listening with Purpose:
Attentiveness to oppositions arguments 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of thought:

Ability to formulate arguments on the spot
	
	
	
	
	


Visual Essay Evaluation: 






Total: 
/20
	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Thesis \ Focus

Has an appropriate thesis as a heading
	
	States topic with little indication of an argument
	Clear thesis
	Clear and effective thesis 
	Clear, argumentative and effective thesis

	Text Headings

Represent main arguments
	
	Some indication of main arguments
	Use of heading to indicate main arguments
	Clearly represents main arguments
	Clearly and effectively represent main arguments

	Support

Information supports proper arguments
	
	Information provides limited support for arguments
	Information somewhat supports arguments
	Information supports arguments
	Information effectively supports arguments

	Layout

Formatting and design of information 
	
	Limited organization, difficult to follow
Little consideration of shape
	Some organization evident
Some consideration of shape
	Laid out to be easily read
Good consideration of shape
	Effectively laid out and easy to read and follow
Great consideration of shape

	Language

Professional and mature

Virtually error free
	
	Many spelling and mechanical errors
	Some spelling and mechanical errors
	Few spelling and mechanical errors
	Very few spelling and mechanical errors

	Images

Appropriate for thesis and support arguments

Appropriate captions
	
	Distract from poster, or are unrelated to thesis
	Related to thesis
	Effectively support thesis
	Effectively support thesis and add to overall effect

	Design
Text and images arranged appropriately

All visual elements enhance thesis.

Assembled with care
	
	Most components do not work together

Little care evident
	Some components work together

Some care evident in assembly
	Most components work together 

Care is evident in assembly
	All components work together effectively

Assembled with care

	Works Cited
	
	Poor works cited (5-6 errors)
	Fair works cited (3-4 errors)
	Good works cited (1-2 errors)
	Great works cited (no apparent errors)


