Group Short Story Analysis

With your group, read the story you have chosen and answer all of the questions below. Each group member must have all the answers and you will use these to prepare you for the following activities:

1. Group Oral Presentation 

2. Theme Collage (to be used in presentation) 
	Group Members: 

Story: 

Author:




Short Story Selection:
	Inside Stories

“The Father” page 42 

“The Veldt” page 100

“Dr. Heidigger’s Experiment” page 157 


	The Oxford Anthology of Canadian Literature
“Hunky” page 127 

 “Two Fishermen” page 39

“The Lottery Ticket”

“A Sound of Thunder”
	Elements of English 10

“Marine Excursions” page 99 

“Lessons of Love” page 181 

“The Skating Party” page 187 

“The Story of an Hour” page 201 

“By the Waters of Babylon” page 246


Initial Analysis Questions:
1. As a group, read the story you have chosen and graph is using the standard plot graph. This will help your analysis and also help your group agree where the climax is found. Once this is complete, answer the following analysis questions.
2. Examine the lead of the story. Analyze how it catches the readers’ attention and explain what it tells about the main character, the conflict, the setting, and the point of view.
3. Name two minor characters and explain their function in the story (advance plot, provide background information, support theme, reveal character, relieve tension, etc.).
4. Identify and explain the various conflicts in the story. Explain whether they are internal or external and to what extent each is resolved.
5. Describe one setting from the story using specific details from the story. Explain how this setting is appropriate for the story’s conflict and theme.
6. Describe the tone of the narrative or dialogue of the story. Provide two quotations and explain how this tone is established, and why it is effective for the narrative.

7. How does the author incorporate a motif or symbol that may have occurred before the story? Provide an example.
8. State the central theme of the story. Explain its development by identifying changes that occur within the characters and what the author is showing about life through this change.
9. Is the title of the story suitable? Why or why not? Suggest an alternative title and offer reasons for your choice.
10. Identify one scene that the writer could have included in the story but chose to leave out. Explain why this was done.
 Oral Presentation:

As a group, plan and prepare a presentation that delivers the most important content of your analysis in an interesting and professional manner. Consider your attire and the media you will use, who will say and do what, how it will be structured, etc.. Your teacher will assess both the content and your presentation skills.

Your presentation must:

· Include a formal introduction and conclusion

· Briefly summarize your story

· Provide an insightful analysis to the elements of narrative

· Evaluate the successfulness of your short story

· Identify and explain the applicability of the story’s central theme

· Exhibit your theme collage, and explain your creative decisions

· Include direct quotations from your text

· Engage your audience with interaction

· Be 5-7 minutes in length

Remember to utilize the presentation strategies discussed in class.

Theme Collage:

As a group, determine the central theme of your story. Once you have established the theme, you and your group will create a collage that demonstrates this theme and the various ways it can be perceived.  This collage must be exhibited in your presentation, and creative decisions must be explained. 

Your collage must contain:  

· Images, words, or phrases might be appropriate to express this theme

· Relevant clippings from magazines of images and phrases you can use

· Typed quotations from the story, and secondary sources 

· A strong arrangement

· What shape will your collage take?

· There should be no white space showing

· What textures can you incorporate? 

Assessment:





Theme Collage:          


Oral:          

	Theme Collage
	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	
	Content
	
	
	
	· Good thematic statement

· Content persuasively displays theme

· Good selection of images
	

	
	Inquiry
	
	
	
	· 5+ good quotations

· Provides credit to authors
	

	
	Aesthetics
	
	
	
	· Shape / form convey theme

· Good use of colour and space

· Includes various fonts
	

	Oral Presentation
	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	
	Content
	
	
	
	· Good level analysis

(including theme, character, setting, lit. devices, atmosphere, etc..)
	

	
	Structure
	
	
	
	· Well structured

· Good use of transitions

· Good interaction with audience
	

	
	Preparation
	
	
	
	· Preparation is evident

· Good use of media

· Good use of time
	

	
	Presentation Skills
	
	
	
	· Good use of voice

· Formal and professional tone

· Good body language

· Good interaction

· Good listening skills
	


