Put on a Happy Face: Questions 

1. What did Mark Tatum think was originally wrong with him? How did his symptoms worsen on day 2?
2. What was actually wrong with Tatum? What is the disease called, and what did he contract it from? Why was Tatum susceptible to this disease?
3. What were the two options the doctors gave Tatum?
4. What sets Tatum apart from most “victims”?
5. Why didn’t people visit Tatum?
6. List Tatum’s Three Laws to live by.

7. What is Tatum’s biggest frustration?
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8. How has losing his sight affected his other senses?
9. What did Tatum write on the chalkboard upon waking up from surgery? 
Put on a Happy Face Questions (answer key)

1. What did Mark Tatum think was originally wrong with him? How did his symptoms worsen on day 2?

Sinus headache – twise as bad next day. Blurry vision, confusion, disorientation.

2. What was actually wrong with Tatum? What is the disease called, and what did he contract it from? Why was Tatum susceptible to this disease?

Mucormycosis – rare disease from soil & bread fungus. His immune system was down from diabetes and steroids.

3. What were the two options the doctors gave Tatum?

Die w/ Morphine or radical face surgery

4. What sets Tatum apart from most “victims”?

His positive outlook

5. Why didn’t people visit Tatum?

Fear, ashamed.

6. List Tatum’s Three Laws to live by

a. Faces are for others

b. If you can’t see, you can’t look back

c. Make sense out of craziness, before you go crazy

7. What is Tatum’s biggest frustration?

Losing Mobility in his left leg from a stroke, b/c he can work on and improve it

8. How has losing his sight affected his other senses?

Stronger sense of hearing

9. What did Tatum write on the chalkboard upon waking up from surgery?

“Hell Yes!”

