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Horror Essay Assignment

INSTRUCTIONS: You will be analyzing the effects that the horror genre has on society, and presenting your findings in a formal, expository essay. Your thesis will be one of the following: 

 Violence and elements of horror in the media cause audiences to become violent; or

 Violence and elements of horror in the media are entertaining, and in no way cause violence in audiences.
To begin, there are a number of helpful articles found on our class website (MrBignell.weebly.com). Note that these are meant as a starting point, as you are required to complete further research as after you’ve chosen your supporting arguments.
ESSAY:

You will be able to choose what material you research (see list below) but your essay must: 

 Introduce and conclude your material/topic 
 Support a thoroughly developed thesis 

 Briefly examine the psychological aspects of fear / how fear affects people in different ways 

 Discuss with specific examples how filmmakers and authors use fear in their works 

 Explain why the audience enjoys (or some do not enjoy) being frightened 

 Present your research in an organized and logical manner 

 Maintain a formal tone 

 Properly document all information

SOURCES:

 You must refer to one text discussed / read / viewed in class 
 You must research and refer to three additional sources, which may be newspaper, book, or Internet sources.

 All sources must be referenced in the essay with parenthetical references, and spear in your works cited as well.

PROCESS: 

 Begin by analyzing horror within various media formats. Consider how it changes in its various forms 

 Determine how the elements of horror and the effects on audiences change in various media formats

 Complete the attached research worksheets in the lab time provided

 Develop a thesis statement and complete the essay outline


Outlines and research sheets are due on: 








Complete a rough copy of the essay

Your rough copy is due for peer editing on: 







Finally, submit all of the elements listed above on: 








Note that essays will not be accepted without a works cited
EVALUATION:









TOTAL: 

/50
	
	R
	Level 1 (Poor)
	Level 2 (Fair)
	Level 3 (Good)
	Level 4 (Excellent)

	Introduction 
	
	· Hook is ineffective

· Thesis is unclear
	· Hook is somewhat effective

· Thesis is somewhat clear


	· Hook is effective

· Thesis is clear


	· Hook is very effective

· Thesis is persuasive and clear

	Content
	
	· Arguments are incoherent

· Limited understanding of concepts and themes

· Limited critical analysis
· Little consideration of audience
	· Arguments are somewhat coherent

· Some understanding of concepts and themes

· Some critical analysis
· Some consideration of audience
	· Arguments are persuasive

· Good understanding of concepts and themes

· Good critical analysis
· Good consideration of audience
	· Arguments are extremely persuasive

· Excellent understanding of concepts and themes

· Excellent critical analysis
· Great consideration of audience

	Supporting Details & Explanation 
	
	· Supporting details are inadequate

· Explanation is inadequate
	· Supporting details are adequate proof

· Some explanation
	· Supporting details are relevant and well chosen

· Good explanation
	· Supp. details are exemplary & correctly formatted 

· Excellent explanation

	Conclusion 
	
	· Thesis is referenced

· Little conclusion given
	· Thesis is somewhat restated

· Some thoughts concluded
	· Thesis is restated

· Well developed conclusion
	· Thesis is restated in an effective new manner

· Thoughtful and persuasive conclusion

	Grammar and Mechanics 
	
	· little control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Some control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Evident control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Excellent control over spelling, grammar and mechanics

	Style 
	
	· Formality is attempted
	· Paper is written in a formal style
	· Paper is written in a formal and interesting style
	· Paper is written in a formal and very interesting style

	Structure
	
	· Ineffective structure and organization
	· Some effective use of structure and organization
	· Argument is appropriately organized
	· Organization enhances the argument

	Formatting
	
	· Little adherence to MLA formatting
	· Some adherence to MLA formatting
	· Adheres to MLA formatting
	· Perfect MLA formatting

	Works Cited
	
	· Entries improperly formatted (5-6 errors)
	· Entries somewhat properly formatted (3-4 errors)
	· Entries properly formatted (1-2 errors)
	· Entries perfectly formatted (no apparent errors)
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