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Flowers for Algernon Issue Essay

You will be writing a research-based essay on a major topic in Flowers for Algernon. You must have your issue approved by your teacher before beginning research. Finally, you will write a formal essay on the issue with a works cited. Note that your essay will not be marked unless all of the steps have been completed and submitted with the essay.

Step 1: Brainstorming

Due Date: 




Mark:

/5
· Based on your issue web from class, determine the general topic or issue you plan to research.

· Complete the Research Question worksheet to determine the focus of your research and subtopics that you will use in your essay.

Step 2: Research 

Due Date: 




Mark:

/30

· You will need at least 3 different sources for your research (not including the course novel).

· Your selection must consist of at least one printed book, and one online database journal.

· Accurately record the citation information on your Works Cited Source Log sheet. 

· Complete the Information Gathering sheet as you read your texts (you will need 3 of these).

Step 3: Thesis Development & Outline
 Due Date: 



Mark:

/10

· Develop a thesis for your essay (an argument you will prove using the information you have gathered in the research stage).

· Use the Essay Outline sheet to structure your thoughts in point form.

· Each body paragraph must contain at least one direct quotation from one of your sources.

Step 5: Write

· Your essay must follow the five-paragraph structure used in class.

· Ensure that it is persuasive and formal. 

· Use transition words to help organize your thoughts.

· Follow M. L. A. Formatting (guidelines can be found at www.mrbignell.weebly.com).

· Your essay must include a works cited.

· Your essay must be 800-1200 words in length.

Step 6: Edit








Mark: 

/5
· Edit for coherence, mechanics, formatting and style.

· You, as well as others, should look over your paper multiple times.

· Utilize the various methods previously used in class: highlighting, reading aloud, peer editing.

Submission:

Your paper will not be marked unless all components are submitted. Submit your paper in this order:

	· Essay good copy

· Works cited

· Edited rough copy

· Rough work
	Rough Work Includes

· Research Question

· Works Cited Source Log

· Information Gathering

· Essay Outline


Evaluation:
	
	R
	Level 1 (Poor)
	Level 2 (Fair)
	Level 3 (Good)
	Level 4 (Excellent)

	Introduction 
	
	· Hook is ineffective

· Thesis is unclear
	· Hook is somewhat effective

· Thesis is somewhat clear


	· Hook is effective

· Thesis is clear


	· Hook is very effective

· Thesis is persuasive and clear

	Content
	
	· Arguments are incoherent

· Limited understanding of concepts and themes

· Limited critical analysis
	· Arguments are somewhat coherent

· Some understanding of concepts and themes

· Some critical analysis
	· Arguments are persuasive

· Good understanding of concepts and themes

· Good critical analysis
	· Arguments are extremely persuasive

· Excellent understanding of concepts and themes

· Excellent critical analysis

	Supporting Details & Explanation 
	
	· Supporting details are inadequate
· Explanation is inadequate
	· Supporting details are adequate proof
· Some explanation
	· Supporting details are relevant and well chosen
· Good explanation
	· Supp. details are exemplary & correctly formatted 
· Excellent explanation

	Conclusion 
	
	· Thesis is referenced

· Little conclusion given
	· Thesis is somewhat restated

· Some thoughts concluded
	· Thesis is restated

· Well developed conclusion
	· Thesis is restated in an effective new manner

· Thoughtful and persuasive conclusion

	Grammar and Mechanics 
	
	· little control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Some control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Evident control over spelling, grammar and mechanics
	· Excellent control over spelling, grammar and mechanics

	Style 
	
	· Formality is attempted
	· Paper is written in a formal style
	· Paper is written in a formal and interesting style
	· Paper is written in a formal and very interesting style

	Structure
	
	· Ineffective structure and organization
	· Some effective use of structure and organization
	· Argument is appropriately organized
	· Organization enhances the argument

	Formatting
	
	· Little adherence to MLA formatting
	· Some adherence to MLA formatting
	· Adheres to MLA formatting
	· Perfect MLA formatting

	Works Cited
	
	· Entries improperly formatted (5-6 errors)
	· Entries somewhat properly formatted (3-4 errors)
	· Entries properly formatted (1-2 errors)
	· Entries perfectly formatted (no apparent errors)


Rough Work Total: _____/50
  +          Essay Total: _____/50
    =            Assignment Total: _____/100

