Name: 







Theme:





“Pyramus & Thisbe” Drama Assignment

Your assignment is to present your own version of the “Pyramus and Thisbe” play found at the end of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. You and your group will appropriate the play by giving it a new theme. Your characters and conflict must take place in a the realm of a modern story (ie. A favourite movie, tv show, or pop-culture stereotype). While you are updating Shakespeare’s style, try to be faithful to the plot. 
Props or costumes should be used to enhance your performance.

Presentation Instructions:

· Get in a group of 4-6 & contact information so you can collaborate (even if people are away).
· Read and discuss the scene (V, i), or a summary of the scene. 
· As a group, choose a theme you will use to portray your play.

· Your dialect, costumes and props will be based on this theme
· Assign roles and discuss how your theme will alter the play.

· Individually make your mask and plan your part.

· Run through the play at least twice before presenting to the class.

· After your performance, complete the self & peer evaluation

Mask Creation:

The construction of media and costumes is an essential part of theatre. For this assignment, you must have a mask and other props that suit your group’s theme. To make this mask, you will need to purchase a couple rolls of masking tape and a plastic bag and make use of paper or thin cardboard.

· Place the plastic bag on the top half of your head, just above your eyes and above the hairline.

· Fold any overhanging plastic back above the hairline.
· Proceed to cover the bag with layers of masking tape. Make sure the bag is not so tight that you can’t get it off.

· Continue until the masking tape cap is firm. This will be the base for your mask.
· Continue to add tape, cardboard, paper, or any other materials needed to build up and construct your mask.

· Note that all masks must cover your face (otherwise it would be a hat).

“Pyramus and Thisbe” Summary:
Pyramus and Thisbe were two young Babylonians who loved each other but could not marry because of parental opposition. They saw each other secretly through a crack in the wall which separated their two houses. 

One night they arranged a rendezvous at the tomb of Ninus, outside the town. A mulberry tree grew there beside the stream. Thisbe was the first to arrive at the meeting place, and suddenly saw a lioness which came to drink at the spring. Thisbe fled, but lost her scarf which the lioness seized in her mouth, which was still bloody from here meal, and tore it into pieces. She then disappeared. 

When Pyramus arrived and saw the scarf he immediately assumed that Thisbe had been eaten by a wild animal, and without further hesitation, ran himself through with his sword. 

When Thisbe returned, she found him dead, and killed herself with her beloved’s sword. The fruit of the mulberry, which had until then been white, turned red with all this spilt blood. The ashes of the two lovers were united in the same urn.

Presentation Date: 





Evaluation:



Group Oral Presentation: 


Individual Mask: 

	
	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Oral Presentation
	Preparation
	
	· Little evidence of preparation shown prior to and during presentation.
	· Some evidence of preparation shown prior to and during presentation.
	· Good evidence of preparation shown prior to and during presentation.
	· Solid evidence of preparation shown prior to and during presentation.

	
	Creativity & Appeal to Audience
	
	· Little creativity and unique approach.

· Little consideration of target audience
	· Some creativity and unique approach.

· Fair consideration of target audience
	· Good creativity and unique approach.

· Good consideration of target audience
	· Solid creativity and unique approach.

· Great consideration of target audience

	
	Presentation Techniques (eye contact, voice inflection, gestures)
	
	· Doesn’t share stage / Take stage

· Poor eye contact

· Quiet voices

· Uninteresting voices

· Awkward gestures
	· Poor sharing stage / taking stage

· Could make more eye contact

· Voices could be louder

· Uninteresting voices

· Some awkward gestures
	· Good sharing / taking of stage

· Good eye contact

· Clear voices

· Somewhat interesting voices

· Mainly natural gestures
	· Shares stage / Takes stage

· Excellent eye contact

· Projected voices

· Interesting voices

· Natural gestures

	
	Length
	
	· Much too short / too long
	· Borderline use of time
	· Good use of time
	· Exemplary use of time

	Mask
	Conventions
	
	· Mask is unsuitable for the theme
	· Mask somewhat suits the theme
	· Mask contributes to theme 
	· Mask thoughtfully contributes to the theme

	
	Form
	
	·  Mask doesn’t cover face

· Few materials add to characterization
	· Mask covers some face

· Some materials add to characterization
	· Mask mostly covers face

· Materials are used to characterize the actor
	· Mask covers face

· Materials are effectively used to characterize

	
	Construction
	
	· Mask is flimsy
· Little detail 
	·  Mask is somewhat sound
· Some detail
	· Mask is well constructed
· Good level of detail
	· Mask is solid
· Excellent level of detail


