Expository Paragraph Writing

An expository paragraph explains something; in this course, that something will usually be your position in an argument with an attempt to persuade the reader.

	Step One: Brainstorm

· Choose an interesting topic.
· Mind-map or list information you know about that topic

· Develop an argument about that topic.
· Use the “I think that…” method to make sure it is an arguable statement.


	Ie. The Toronto Maple Leafs:

-Great goaltending (Giguere)

-Physical Play (Phaneuf)

-Tons of History (Original 6)

“I think that The Toronto Maple Leafs are the best team in the NHL.”

	Step Two: Outline

· Plot your argument into the expository paragraph structure.

Topic Sentence: Introduce your position on the topic and the points you’re going to make.
Ie. The Toronto Maple Leafs are the best team in the N. H. L. because of their goaltending, 

physical play and offense.
Points (your argument)

Proof (examples)

Explanation

(relate to main argument)

(transition)

Firstly, the Leafs have great goaltending.

J. S. Giguere is a Stanely Cup winner, has won the Vezna trophy (M. V. P. Goaltender) and has a 0.896 save percentage.

A good goaltender is essential for a good team. Since the Leafs have spectacular goaltending, they can take more offensive chances.

(transition)

Secondly, physical play

Phaneuf always makes the highlight reels.
Physical play excites fans and motivates the team to score more goals.
(transition)

 Concluding Sentence: Conclude your paragraph and summarize your points.
Ie. Therefore, it is clear that the Toronto Maple Leafs are a spectacular team because of their goaltending, physical play and offence. Fans look forward to seeing them in the Stanley Cup finals this year.


	Step Three: Write

· Once all of your ideas are down, you’re ready to write.

· Be concise, get to the point, and don’t ramble.

· Remember to use your transition words.

· It doesn’t have to be perfect; get your ideas down, and work with the words when you edit.



	Step 4: Edit

· Take a break before editing

· Edit for the following:

· Grammar, spelling & mechanics

· Coherence—does your argument make sense?

· Conciseness, tone and flow 

· Informalities, colloquialisms, personal pronouns, etc.

· M. L. A. Formatting, citations and references
	methods of editing:

· Read aloud

· Highlight elements

· Peer edit

 


