February, 2011

Dear Parent or Guardian of Futures Forum Classroom Students:

This semester your son or daughter has chosen to participate in the Futures Forum classroom. The courses associated with this experience are ENG2D (1 credit Grade 10 Academic English), GLC2O (0.5 credits Careers) and CHV2O (0.5 credits Civics). What will be unique about your daughter’s or son’s experience is that the students will be learning the course content through an integrated program, supported through the use of a variety of Educational Technologies. While the program delivery may be innovative, the students will be covering the Ministry of Education's course expectations of the three courses associated to the Futures Forum classroom.

One of the features of the Futures Forum classroom is a wireless access point installed in the classroom. This access point will allow students to connect to the Internet with personal devices (WiFi capable: laptop, netbook, iPad, etc.). This wireless Internet access is through the Waterloo Region District School Board’s (WRDSB) network which passes through the Board’s content filters. While students may choose to bring their personal WiFi devices to class, access to these personal devices is NOT a requirement for the course. Collaboration is an essential skill in the Futures Forum classroom, so sharing WiFi devices will be encouraged for skill building. If students decide to bring their personal devices to school, students must take care to properly secure their property. The school is not responsible for the security of personal devices.

Web 2.0 technologies will be frequently used throughout this course. Students will learn to participate in digital forums with the appropriate etiquette. In these interactions and blogging, it is expected that students keep the disclosure of personal information to a minimum for safety purposes. Additionally, technological resources, both provided by students and those that are provided by the board (such as I-pads, netbooks, video cameras, etc.) must be treated with respect when in use, and never taken from the classroom without being properly signed out with the teacher beforehand.


The structure of the Futures Forum classroom may provide students with the opportunity to connect remotely with various learning activities, such as web-based conferencing.  In these cases, the students could access classroom activities from home. The dates and specific arrangements for these activities will be communicated to you closer to the date.

During the semester, with your permission, the image of your son/daughter may appear in video and/or still photo projects associated with the demonstration of course curriculum expectations in the Futures Forum classroom. These projects will be posted to a public access Internet website, for the purpose of sharing amongst the Future Forum classes within the board. Students will not be identified by name in the projects, only the school and a group name will be used to identify the work. The projects will be removed from the public access Internet website by June 30, 2011. An archive copy of the projects may be retained by the teacher, for instructional purposes to share with future classes.
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Please complete the following information and return to the Future Forum classroom teacher.

I give permission for the Waterloo Region District School Board in association with the course content of the Futures Forum classroom to use on the Internet, still and video images of ________________________________ 

(student’s full name).


YES

   NO
(please check one)

Furthermore, I have read the above information and agree with the expectations that my son or daughter will conduct themselves ethically in a digital environment and treat resources with respect. I also allow my son or daughter to create the necessary accounts with the various web 2.0 tools used in this course and agree to their terms and permissions.

Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________   Date __________________

