Poetry Terms and Devices

Sound Devices:

Alliteration- The repetition of initial sounds in words.


eg.
“For soft is the song my paddle sings”

Assonance- The repetition of the same vowel sound in a line of poetry.


eg. 
“Soothing sounds of ominous obedience”  


“In silence deep the legions stream”

Consonance- The repetition of identical consonant sounds – internal and external.


eg. 
“a basket of bubbling baboons about to abruptly begin”

Cacophony- The use of sounds that are unpleasant to the ear.


eg. 
“Dirty British coaster with a salt-caked smoke-stack”

Euphony- The use of sounds pleasing to the ear.


eg. 
“Seasons of mist and mellow fruitfulness”

Onomatopoeia- The sounds of words that mimic the sound to which it refers.


eg. 
crack, buzz, sizzle, pop, etc.

Other Devices:

Allusion- A reference to a popular work.


eg.
“Use the force, dude!”

Effective Diction- A unique word choice by the author.


eg.
“As Thursday loomed its dreary head”

Hyperbole- Exaggeration, usually extreme.

eg. 
“I have 10 million things to do today!”

Imagery- A word picture that appeals to the reader’s senses and imagination.

	Sight
	Sound
	Touch
	Smell
	Taste


Irony- When words mean the opposite of what is stated, or an unexpected situation.


eg.
A diabetic getting run over by an insulin truck.

Juxtaposition- Two or more extreme opposites placed side by side.  


eg. 
Church music (good) plays during a murder scene (bad)
Litotes- understatement used for humour.


eg. 
Little John in Robin Hood was a very large man!

Metaphor- a comparison between two unlike things (that does not use like or as).


eg.
“my love is a red rose”

Metonomy- the substitution of an attribute or feature to the name of the object.


eg. “all hands on deck”
Pun – a play on words, usually humourous.

eg. 
You can lead a horse to water but a pencil must be lead. Haha.

Personification – to give human characteristics to an inanimate object, animal, or idea.


eg.
“Opportunity knocked on my door”
Simile – A comparison between two unlike things using “like” or “as.”


eg.
“His hands were like wild birds”
Symbol – using an object (specific) to represent an idea beyond itself (abstract).


eg. 
A ladder (specific) represents (symbolizes) escape to safety (abstract)
Theme – A poet’s message about the topic within a poem.


eg. 
Love may be a topic, and “love hurts” may be the theme

Structural Devices:
Stanza – A block of poetic lines
Enjambment- Continuing one line of verse to the next without pause, creating a dual meaning.

eg. 
I think that I shall never see



A poem as lovely as a tree
Envoi – When the last stanza is shorter than the rest.
Meter – How poetry is measured (2 syllables = 1 foot).
Rhyme – Using words with similar sounding endings for rhythmic purposes. 
Four kinds of rhymes: Rhyme, near-rhyme, eye-rhyme, historical-rhyme

Rhythm – How well the words flow together.
Repetition – When a word or phrase is repeated for emphasis


eg.
“Run! Run quickly!”
