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In-class Romeo and Juliet Essay

You’re to write an approximately a 750 word in-class essay on one of the two topics below. You will have one class period to write your essay. You may bring the one page outline (provided) into the essay to organize your thoughts and track appropriate proof. The essay will be written by hand on lined paper, not on your computers. No computers/netbooks/ipads/phones will be allowed out during the period.
Be sure your essay includes the following success criteria:

	Argument & Content:
	· Develop a clear and strong thesis statement

· Remember to a use point, proof (clear examples, taken from the play), discussion model in each of your body paragraphs

· Include one direct quotation in each body paragraph

· Where applicable, reference literary/poetic devices throughout the essay to strengthen your analysis

	Formatting & Structure:
	· Use the expository or comparative format for your body paragraphs, based on the topic

· Include a clear thesis statement in the introductory paragraph

· Be sure to include a proper introduction and concluding paragraph

· Be sure to use MLA format when citing your references. If you were citing Act II, scene iii lines 58-60, you would write it as (II.iii.58-60)

	Style:
	· Use correct grammar / punctuation / spelling throughout your essay

· Look up the spelling of unfamiliar names or diction in advance

· Ensure your writing is formal and persuasive



Test Date: Check the calendar to ensure you know when you are writing your in-class essay.


Potential Essay Topics:
Potential Essay Topic 1:

Who is the most responsible adult in the play?

-define the role of a responsible adult, and compare various characters who fit this model

Potential Essay Topic 2:

How does Shakespeare use the play to comment on gender roles?

-Develop a thematic statement about gender roles, using the actions and words of Romeo and Juliet and supporting characters to support your argument

Potential Essay Topic 3:

Is fate to blame for the deaths in the play? 


-Look at their actions, references to fate, and the role of minor characters.

Potential Essay Topic 4:

Who is the most insightful supporting character in Romeo and Juliet?

-Look at the levels of dramatic irony and consider the advice that characters give. Comparatively determine which character is the wisest.

Potential Essay Topic 5:

What is the benefit to reading this play as a 21c. teenager? 


-Consider which advice and morals are applicable to your life. 

Evaluation:









Total: 

/50
	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge/ Understanding
	Thesis and arguments are poor

Demonstrates limited understanding of play 

Demonstrates limited understanding of structure
	Thesis and arguments are fair

Demonstrates some  understanding of play 

Demonstrates some understanding of structure
	Thesis and arguments are well formed and persuasive

Demonstrates considerable understanding of play
Demonstrates considerable understanding of structure
	Thesis and arguments are thoughtfully crafted

Demonstrates thorough understanding of play 
Demonstrates thorough understanding of structure

	Thinking/ Inquiry
	Chooses poor support that is not well integrated or cited

Supports main idea with limited specific evidence and reasons
Explains how evidence and reasons support main idea with limited clarity
	Chooses appropriate support that is fairly well integrated

Supports main idea with some specific evidence and reasons
Explains how evidence and reasons support main idea with some clarity
	Chooses appropriate support that is well integrated 
Supports main idea with specific evidence and reasons

Clearly explains how evidence and reasons support main idea
	Chooses very effective support that is properly integrated & cited

Effectively supports main idea with specific evidence and reasons

Clearly and effectively explains how evidence and reasons support main idea

	Communication
	Writes with limited coherence, which is hindered by spelling / grammatical / or mechanical errors
	Writing is at the grade 10 academic level, with some informalities or inconsistencies detracting from the argument
	Writing is at the grade 10, academic level with few spelling / grammatical / or mechanical errors
	Writing surpasses the expectations for the grade 10 academic level, and contains very few errors


