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GREEK and ROMAN MYTHOLOGY QUESTIONS
The Ages of Man

1. Make a chart with a column for each age of man, and the main characteristics of the age.

Monster Madness

1. What monster is thought to be located at the Strait of Messina?

2. Which creature did Bellerophone kill?

3. Which monster told riddles?  What did it look like?

4. Where was the labyrinth located and what was located in it?

5. Which creature has two heads that grow when one is removed?

Echo and Narcissus

1. Who was Echo and why was she not perfect?

2. How did Hera punish Echo and why?

3. Who is Narcissus and how does he treat Echo?

4. Why did Echo waste away?  What was the only thing that remained of her?

5. Why does Narcissus die of grief?

Pygmalion and Galatea

1. What was Pygmalion’s attitude toward women?

2. What is ironic about Pygmalion falling in love with a statue?

3. Who is Galatea and how did she change and who caused the change?
Apollo and Daphne

1. Describe Apollo and his duties.

2. What was Apollo’s favourite animal and how is it ironic?

3. How did Apollo fall in love with Daphne?  Did Daphne return his love?

4. What happened to Daphne?

5. How did Cupid get revenge?

6. Apollo is the god of prophecy.  Why, do you suppose, did he fail to see what was going to happen to him and Daphne?

7. If you had been Apollo, how might you have convinced Daphne to accept your love?

Venus and Adonis
1. What were Venus’ jobs as a goddess?

2. Describe Vulcan and his job.

3. Why did Venus fall in love with Adonis?  How did her relationship change her?

4. How does Adonis die?  

5. Was Juno’s revenge on Venus fair?  Why or why not?

6. Do you think Vulcan was happy about having Venus as a wife?  Why or why not?

Bellerophone and Pegasus
1. Describe the Chimaera.

2. To whom did Bellerophone pray and how was he helped?

3. Explain how the Chimaera was destroyed.

4. What was Jupiter upset with Bellerophone?

5. How did Jupiter teach Bellerophone a lesson?

6. What might have happened had the Chimaera not been destroyed?

7. Should Bellerophone have been allowed to live on Mount Olympus?  Why or why not?

Pyramus and Thisbe
1. What two things separated Pyramus and Thisbe when they were growing up?

2. Where did they agree to meet?

3. What happened to change their plans and how did their story end?

4. What does the red colour of the mulberries symbolize and how did they become red?

5. If you were Thisbe, would you have reacted to Pyramus’ death the way she did?

6. Imagine you are Pyramus or Thisbe’s parent.  What could you have done to prevent the problem?  What is a rational strategy to prevent children from loving each other?

The Story of Aeneas
1. Why did Aeneas leave Troy?

2. Describe the Harpies and their anger toward Aeneas and his followers?

3. What was Jupiter’s prediction for Aeneas?

4. Why did Dido kill herself?

5. How did the Harpies’ prophecy come true?

6. What part did Cupid play in the story of Aeneas?  Did he affect Aeneas’ future?  Explain.

7. Was it right for Aeneas to take Lavinia from Turnus?  Why or why not?

Theseus and the Minotaur
1. What does “Minotaur” mean?

2. Why was Theseus inspired to go fight the minotaur?

3. What gift does Ariadne give to Theseus?  Why does she help him?

4. Why did Aegeus kill himself?

5. What do you suppose happened to Ariadne?
