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Flowers for Algernon  R. A. F. T. S. Writing Assignment

Instructions:

In this assignment you will be writing from the perspective of a secondary character in Flowers for Algernon. Give consideration to your character’s opinions in the novel, as well as their audience, writing format, and purpose in writing. 

· Select a character

· Each character’s perspective provides a different writing assignment

(Your criteria is described in the same row as your character’s name)

· Use the entire writing process

· Brainstorm your thoughts

· Find page references to support your character’s opinions

· Outline in point form how you want to structure your piece

· Write your first draft

· Edit for mechanics, style, structure and coherence

· Regardless of your format, please use M. L. A. formatting for spacing and citations

· Your paper should include a minimum of 2 references (not necessarily direct quotations)

· Length: 250-400 words

· Due Date: 





	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Topic
	Strong Verb

	Alice
	Fictional Newspaper
	Eulogy
	Commemorating Charlie’s life
	Announce

	Fay 
	Herself
	Diary entry
	Charlie’s reaction to alcohol
	Contemplate

	Donner 
	Gimpy
	Pamphlet
	Workplace ethics (harassment or theft)
	Edify

	Matt
	Charlie
	Letter
	Asking forgiveness for not standing up for him
	Plead

	Prof. Nemur
	Dr. Strauss 
	Scientific journal
	Explaining the findings of the experiment
	Analyze


Submission:

Please include the following with your final submission:

· Evaluation sheet

· The typed good copy

· All rough work (including edited drafts and brainstorming notes)

Evaluation:

	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Understanding
	
	· Little understanding of character

· Little exploration of topic

· Little persuasion in presentation of info.
	· Fair understanding of character

· Fair exploration of topic

· Somewhat persuasive presentation of info.
	· Good understanding of character

· Good exploration of topic

· Persuasive presentation of information
	· Great understanding of character

· Great exploration of topic

· Very persuasive presentation of info.

	Audience
	
	· Little consideration of audience

· Diction is inappropriate for the audience
	· Fair consideration of audience

· Diction is fairly appropriate
	· Good consideration of audience

· Diction is appropriate for the audience
	· Great consideration of audience

· Diction is very appropriate for the audience

	Creativity
	
	· Character assumption presents little believability
	· Somewhat believable presentation of char.
	· Believable presentation of the character
	· Believable and thoughtful presentation of character

	References
	
	· Contains few references to the text

· References are not properly integrated
	· Contains some references to the text

· Somewhat successful integration of references
	· Contains many references to the text

· References are properly integrated
	· Contains many thoughtful references to the text

· References are thoughtfully integrated

	Formatting & Mechanics
	
	· Citations are not properly formatted

· Little understanding of writing format

· 5+ mechanical errors
	· Citations are somewhat properly formatted

· Fair understanding of writing format

· 3-4 mechanical errors
	· Citations are properly formatted

· Good understanding of writing format

· 1-2 mechanical errors
	· Citations are perfectly formatted

· Great understanding of writing format

· No apparent errors


Rationale (Queen’s AQ):


This creative writing assignment would be successful with an ENG 1DI (grade nine academic) class because it promotes creative thought, allows students the choice to write in formats they are interested in, and gets students to consider new perspectives in Flowers for Algernon. Firstly, this assignment promotes creative thought. Students assume the role of a fictitious character and get to voice his or her concerns to a specific audience. The level of creativity and choice involved with this process causes students to engage with the text in a new way, and aids “the transfer of imaginative energy and vision to the [student],” which Sloan claims is essential for studying literature (27). Therefore, the transfer of creative responsibility to the student is one successful element of this assignment. Secondly, the creative energy is not stifled by limiting students’ options to a writing specific format. They have multiple written formats to choose from, thus even reluctant learners should be able to find a writing format that interests them. Finally, this assignment is successful because it challenges the reader’s interpretations of minor characters by voicing the character’s opinions in new contexts. Thus, by questioning what is left out from a text students will become more critically aware about literature and the construction of meaning (Pirie 47). In conclusion, this R. A. F. T. S. writing activity causes students to perceive the unspoken events of Flowers for Algernon and express them in various writing formats, which makes this an engaging and effective writing assignment. Additionally, the R. A. F. T. S. chart can be appropriated other assignments, aside from written. For example, the formats column can easily be altered to display various media formats to allow learners to utilize their strengths in media while critically analyzing a text.

