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Flowers for Algernon Discussion Topics: Week 1

In addition to your Reader’s Notes, track the following topics and record relevant examples (with page #’s), as we will discuss these in class. Read and contemplate the following topics before class on the designated date.

	Date
	Topics

	April 4
	Progress Reports: 1-6 (1-10)

· Keyes’ writing style and use of spelling

· The purpose of the “raw shot” and thematic appreciation tests

· Charlie’s motivation to participate in the experiment

· Algernon & Charlie’s Relationship

· All the doctors / professors and their roles in Charlie’s life

· _______________________________________________



	April 5
	Progress Reports 7-8 (10-24)
· Hilda’s opinion on Charlie’s operation

· Charlie’s immediate disappointment after the operation

· Secrecy surrounding the operation

· Mr. Donner’s Role in Charlie’s life

· Reader’s vs. Charlie’s perspective of workers at the bakery

· Signs of Charlie’s increasing intelligence

· ______________________________________________



	April 6
	Progress Report 9 (24-42)

· Signs of increasing intelligence

· Charlie’s revelation about other people

· Miss Kinnion’s warning for Charlie

· What angers Charlie?

· Charlie’s inability to talk about his dreams

· ______________________________________________



	April 7
	Progress Report 10 (42-53)

· Charlie’s attempt to learn to make rolls

· Dr. Strauss and Prof. Nemur’s argument

· Charlie’s childhood and relationship with parents (April 28)

· ______________________________________________
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Flowers for Algernon Discussion Topics: Week 2
	Date
	Topics

	April 11
	Progress Report 11 (54-79)

· Charlie’s attraction to Miss Kinnian and his upsetting date

· Conflict with Gimpy

· Nemur & Strauss’ reactions to the bakery conflict

· Charlie’s physical reaction to Alice & the cause

· ______________________________________________



	April 12
	Progress Report 12 (79-92)

· Repressed memories and nightmares

· Charlie’s visit to his old classroom

· Alice’s development (why doesn’t she want to be with Charlie?)

· ______________________________________________



	April 13
	Progress Report 13 (92-115)

· Charlie’s mother’s disgust towards him.

· Nemur’s annoyance towards Charlie (during the party)

· Charlie’s new perspective of both Strauss and Nemur

· Charlie’s anger towards the films

· Strauss and Nemur’s mistake in the experiment

· Algernon’s escape

· ______________________________________________



	April 15
	Progress Report 14 (115-150)

· Fay Lillman’s free-spirited character

· Charlie’s mother and father foil one-another

· Charlie’s reaction to meeting Matt

· Charlie’s reaction to alcohol

· Alice and Fay foil one another

· Algernon’s developments

· ______________________________________________
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Flowers for Algernon Discussion Topics: Week 3
	Date
	Topics

	April 18
	Progress Report 15 (150-154)

· Charlie’s identity and the meaning of his existence

· Charlie’s comparison of himself, life, and a maze

· ______________________________________________



	April 20
	Progress Report 16 (154-194)

· Why do patients often return to Warren State?

· Overcrowding at Warren State

· Alice’s reaction to Fay

· Charlie and Nemur’s argument

· Charlie perceives himself as an enemy to his past self

· The “Algernon-Gordon Effect”

· Charlie’s relationship with his mother, past vs. present

· Norma and Charlie’s relationship

· ______________________________________________



	April 21
	Progress Report 17 (193-216)

· Charlie contemplates suicide

· Charlie’s degeneration

· Charlie is able to make love to Alice

· Charlie’s decision to go to Warren State

· The man that tears the book that Charlie sees as

if from a window

· Charlie’s strongest wishes and values

· ______________________________________________




