Utopias and Dystopias

what is a utopia?

A Utopia is an ideal society based around notions of equality, social harmony, economic prosperity and political stability – the perfect world

Thomas More’s novel, Utopia, is a completely planned community based upon controlling individual impulses that could be destructive to the public good.  

· Private property is unknown, 

· Everyone where’s the same clothes so there’s no envy of wealth or social status

· There’s no excuse for avoiding work

· There are no bars or places that might corrupt people 

· There are no hiding places or any place where “secret meetings” could be held

· Most importantly, there’s no poverty, hunger, violence or other social problems 

The purpose of Utopia is not to simply describe this ideal society, it’s a detailed blueprint of how such a society might be run.

Discussion: What’s the appeal in this genre?

so what is a dystopia?

Dystopia is the opposite of utopia, lacking the harmonious and egalitarian qualities of life depicted in utopias

· Dystopias often contain many of the same elements as utopias (ie. social control)

· These elements are taken to horrific extremes, with emphasis upon their negative effects

· This genre became very popular in the years following World War II

· To mock Utopian ideals, Dystopians are dependant on satire: the use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's stupidity or problems
· Ie. George Orwell’s 1984, depicts Big Brother and the Thought Police, elements of a profoundly oppressive state bent on maintaining absolute control over individuals (including even their thoughts)

· Dystopian fictions offer implicit warnings of what will happen should present trends continue 
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