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Writing a Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion
An essay has a minimum of three paragraphs, and many have five paragraphs.

A. Essays always begin with an introductory paragraph. It includes:

	1. A Hook. It’s a general statement about the topic. 

	If the topic is “zombies,” a hook could be:
Most people have opinions about zombies; some say they are the best pet, while others cannot stand them.

	2. Elaborate on the Hook. This is where you provide more detail.

	Some people hate zombies because they are the walking dead, they try to kill people, and they are annoying intrusions when doing homework or reading.

	3. Thesis. The thesis is the essay’s ARGUMENT. It is always the last sentence of the introduction. It includes the three proofs for the argument.
	Despite their drawbacks, zombies are the most wonderful house pet because of their loveable nature, their independence, and their overwhelming cuteness.



B. Then, the Body Paragraphs prove the thesis to be true. The Body Paragraphs address each of the three arguments separately. They follow the point – proof – comment structure of a typical paragraph, each with the focus of proving the thesis to be true. Each paragraph should have 2-3 points, proofs, and comments.  

	Body Paragraph 1
	TOPIC SENTENCE Focus: zombies are the best pet because they are loveable.
	Point: They are always there to comfort. 

Proof: For example... 

Comment: This example proves that zombies are the best pets...

Point: Zombies especially like snuggles. 

Proof 

Comment.

Point: They fall asleep on their owners to express their love
Proof 

Comment.

	Body Paragraph 2
	TOPIC SENTENCE Focus: zombies are the bet pets because they are independent.
	Point, Proof, Comment regarding zombies being independent x 3

	Body Paragraph 3
	TOPIC SENTENCE Focus: zombies are the best pet because they are cute.
	Point, Proof, Comment regarding zombies being cute x 3


C. Last, the Concluding Paragraph wraps all the information together. It usually repeats the thesis, and then addresses each of the body paragraphs it its own sentence. End like you begin, with a general statement about the topic, but this time with a bit more focus. Introduce no new information.
	1. Restate the thesis
	In conclusion, zombies are the most amazing house pet an owner could want.

	2. Summarize each main proof (body paragraph point)


	Zombies are good pets because they are so very loveable; they are simply pleasant to be around. Additionally, they are rather independent as well, reducing the burden that other pets give their owners. Finally, zombies are cute – from their playful antics to soft and cuddly photo opportunities, zombies are arguably the most adorable pets on this earth.

	3. Statement about the topic


	While some detest zombies, looking at them in this positive light should leave zombie haters with no question that zombies truly are excellent.
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