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The Suspense Essay

THE TASK:
· You will be writing a 5-paragraph persuasive essay whose thesis answers the question below.

· You will submit all planning done for this essay.
THE QUESTION:

· In what ways is [title of film] an exemplary suspense film?
THE APPROACH:

· You should discuss the three ways in which the director makes the film suspenseful, fully detailing each facet of suspense in its own body paragraph.   

· You must reference direct quotations or specific examples from the film to support the claims you make in response to this question.  
KEEP IN MIND THE NATURE OF SUSPENSE:

	· Conflict

· Complications 

· Setting (time, location,  atmosphere)

· Foreshadowing 

· Attachment to the protagonist

· Irony
	· Cinematography (camera angles, camera speed, distance from characters, etc.)

· Lighting


	· Visual Elements (colour, symbols, etc.) 

· Sound Effects

· Music


SO GET STARTED

· Step 1: 
Watch the film and take detailed notes based on what you find most suspenseful.
· *
Step 2: 
Formulate the Thesis

· *
Step 3: 
For each body paragraph, begin brainstorming any ideas you would like to discuss and seek PROOF 



for those ideas (see movie viewing graphic organizer)

· *
Step 4:
Complete the outline (see worksheet) – use only your BEST ideas from brainstorming; not ALL.
· *
Step 5:
Write the rough copy. 

· *
Step 6:
Type the rough and bring it in for editing.  
· 
Step 7: 
Make changes needed on typed copy, print, submit.
Suspense Essay Rubric
	Criteria
	F Below 50 Remedial
	D 50-59 Level 1
	C 60-69 Level 2
	B 70-79 Level 3
	A 80-100 Level 4

	· Introduction

· Thesis 
	· None evident

· No evident thesis
	· Weak introduction

· Weak thesis 
	· Fair introduction

· Fair thesis


	· Good introduction, including all components

· Good thesis
	· Excellent introduction, all components create interest

· Excellent thesis

	· Overall persuasive points in body paragraphs 

· Examples from the film to support thesis points

· Discussion of those examples
	· Body paragraph points are very weak

· No examples from the film read as a summary

· Does not discuss examples
	· Weak body paragraph points; bordering on summary

· Very few relevant examples from the film

· Some attempt to discuss examples, though stocked with problems
	· Adequate body paragraph points

· Examples from the film sometimes support thesis

· Good attempt to discuss examples but with several errors
	· Good body paragraph points support thesis 

· Several appropriate examples support thesis completely

· Discusses examples proficiently
	· Very persuasive body paragraph points that analyze and support the thesis

· Many insightful examples support thesis

· Discusses examples insightfully with no errors.

	· 5-paragraph Essay structure
	· Does not follow 5-paragraph essay structure
	· Weak adherence to 5-paragraph essay structure 
	· Adheres to 5-paragraph essay structure 
	· Good adherence to 5-paragraph essay structure 
	· Perfect adherence to 5-paragraph essay structure 

	· Language conventions
	· Stocked with errors; no proofreading evident
	· > 5 errors
	· 3-4 errors
	· 1-2 errors
	· No apparent errors

	· Uses appropriate language construction and academic style
	· Very weak construction; no apparent awareness of audience
	· Weak construction; little awareness of audience
	· Fair construction with some struggle to consider audience
	· Good construction; interesting, clear style shows awareness of audience
	· Excellent construction shows much consideration for style and usage with the audience in mind

	· Rough Work and Planning (*)
	· None evident
	· Very little planning
	· Some planning
	· Complete and good planning
	· Complete and insightful planning

	· MLA format 

· Works Cited
	· Ignores MLA formatting

· No Works Cited
	· Borderline MLA formatting

· Incorrect Works Cited
	· Attempts to follow MLA formatting

· Attempts correct Works Cited
	· Good adherence to MLA formatting

· Good Works Cited
	· Perfect adherence to MLA formatting

· Perfect Works Cited
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Suspense Film Viewing Sheet
	Film Feature
	Example that Showcases Excellent Suspense – TIP: BE AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE

	Conflicts
	

	Complicating Events and other Plot Details (foreshadowing, flashback, ironic situations, etc.)
	

	Setting
	Time

Location

Atmosphere

	Characters

(fear of or sympathy for characters)
	

	Cinematography
	

	Lighting
	

	Visual Elements (colour, symbols, etc.)
	

	Sound Effects
	

	Music
	


