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Technology Research Report and Presentation

An Assignment

TASK: Research a new technology that has emerged since 2000.  

· Part A: In a report, find out what it is, how it works, its benefits, and its drawbacks.

· Part B: In a presentation, argue whether the new technology is beneficial to society.

Step 1: Select a New Technology

· Brainstorm topics that interest you and select one.  Perhaps for help getting ideas, visit www.sciencefriday.com/topics/
· Based on your new technology, research how your new technology impacts the following: Government and Politics, the Economy, History, Faith and Religion, Culture and the Arts, Entertainment, Family, the Workforce, Society in general, etc.

Step 2: Research and Sort Information

· Using the library and Internet, find out as much as you can about your topic.  

· You must consult at least 5 sources from reliable sources (Internet, books, online encyclopaedias, print encyclopaedias, articles, and subscription databases). 

· Use the research worksheets provided to help you take notes and do the Works Cited formatting properly.

Step 3: Write your report and plan your presentation

	PART A: THE TECHNOLOGY REPORT

	FACT-BASED APPROACH – NO BIAS ALLOWED

The Process:

· Brainstorm a list of appropriate headings and subheadings to organize your information about the new technology.

· Develop your statement of purpose (why make this report?)

· Complete an outline.  

· Keep track of the information you use from each source and cite it appropriately.

· Write a rough draft.

· Edit and revise.

· Complete the final draft 



	CONTENT REQUIREMENTS:

· Title Page 

· title, your name, my name, date, course

· Table of Contents
· headings, subheadings, page numbers

· Introduction 

· briefly outline your topic and the main point of your report

· The Body 

· collect, sort, and cite (in brackets) your info under valuable headings and subheadings
· Some potential sections: History, Development, Impacts on Society, Environment, etc.
· Conclusion 

· what conclusions can be drawn about your topic 
(ie. is it beneficial or not?)
· A Glossary 

· new / difficult terms used

· A Works Cited page
	FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS:

Use the following to format your information

· Headings

· Subheadings

· Graphs, Diagrams, 

· use to break up text and illustrate your topic.  Label and mention them in your text

· Bulleted Text 
· Other Visual Aids 

· DOUBLE SPACE PLEASE!




	PART B: THE PRESENTATION


INFORMED-OPINION APPROACH – EDUCATED BIAS

The Process:

· Develop a thesis – what do you want to argue about this new technology?

· Complete an outline of what you will discuss, including:
· introduction with thesis

· at least 3 supporting points with examples/facts/reasons to support them 

· conclusion that summarizes points, restates your thesis and leaves the audience with something to think about
· Prepare visual aids (can use the diagrams and visuals from your report) to help illustrate your point

· Use research and facts to support your thesis
· Plan sufficient content to fill 5-10 minutes of class time.
· Can be based on the same ideas your wrote your report on
· Practice to ensure your presentation skills and knowledge are adequate.
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Technology Research Report and Presentation

Planning 

Step 1: Select a New Technology


MY TOPIC:





	Areas of interest around my topic: 
	Search terms I can use to research my topic

	
	


Step 2: Research and Sort Information

See worksheet provided for research.
Report Rubric:
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	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Content: Level of accuracy and relevance of information presented
	· Information presented is irrelevant and inaccurate
	· Information presented is somewhat relevant and accurate
	· Information presented is accurate and relevant
	· Information presented is accurate and relevant and thought provoking

	Inquiry: Level of research involved
	· Report demonstrates little to no research
	· Report demonstrates some research
	· Report demonstrates thoughtful research
	· Report demonstrates thoughtful research that is seamlessly integrated

	Application: Makes connection to social interests
	· Little attempt is made to provide social ramifications
	· Some social implications are considered
	· Social implications are well considered
	· Social implications are well thought out 

	Organization: Level of organization of the report
	· Information is unorganized
	· Some organization
	· Information is organized 
	· Information is thoughtfully organized 

	Formatting: Aesthetics of information presented
	· Presented haphazardly
	· Presented with some visual sensibility
	· Presented with visual sensibility
	· Presented with excellent visual sensibility

	Citation: Use of MLA guidelines for citations
	· Little attempt is made to cite research
	· Some attempt is made to cite research
	· Uses parenthetical documentation and a formatted works cited
	· Parenthetical documentation and a works cited are without errors

	Level of Completion: The completeness 
	· Incomplete 
	· Somewhat complete 
	· Complete 
	· Entirely complete 


Oral Presentation Rubric:
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	Presentation Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Content: Quality of information presented
	· Content is insufficient
	· Content is somewhat sufficient
	· Content is sufficient 
	· Content is exemplary, incorporates insightful social implications

	Presentation Skills: volume, tone, pace, gestures, eye contact...
	· Presentation skills are lacking
	· Some display of presentation skills
	· Good display of presentation skills
	· Excellent display of presentation skills.

	Formality of Language: Student’s formality of speech
	· Language is filled with informalities and verbal filler
	· Language has some informalities and verbal filler
	· Language has little informalities and verbal filler
	· Language has no informalities.

	Incorporation of Media: Visual aids incorporated to further audience’s understanding 
	· Provides a visual aid with no explanation
	· Provides a visual with little explanation
	· Provides a quality visual aid with explanation
	· Provides a quality visual aid with a thoughtful explanation

	Preparation: Evidence of student’s preparation
	· Little preparation is evident
	· Some preparation is evident
	· Student is prepared and has information ready
	· Student is prepared and information is cited and integrated seamlessly


Technology Research Report and Presentation

Research

Basic format of a book: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication.
Citing an Entire Website:

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource 

creation (if available). Medium of 
publication. Date of access.
Citing a Page on a Website:  List author/alias if known, followed by information above for entire Web sites. Use n.p. if no publisher name and n.d. if no publishing date.


"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow.com. eHow, n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009.

Article in a Web Magazine:  Author name, article name in quotation marks, title of the Web magazine in italics, publisher name, publication date, medium of publication, and date of access. Use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if not publishing date is given.

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites. A List Apart Mag., 16 Aug. 2002. Web. 4 May 2009.

Article in a Scholarly Journal

Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social Work and Society: The International Online-Only Journal 6.2 (2008): n. 
page. Web. 20 May 2009.

Article From an Online Database:  Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other subscription services just as you would print sources.

Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. Science Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009.

Note: the author’s last name and page number should appear in brackets after any quotations or paraphrases included in your report.  If an article has no author name, include the title of the article.  Complete all information applicable.


Note: I am providing you with the setup for ONE source. You must have a minimum of FIVE on your Works Cited.
Source 1:
	Author Name

Last, First.
	Article Title

“Quotations” 
	Larger Text

Italicize
	City of Publication:
	Publisher,
	Year.
	Format.
	Other (ie. Date accessed, edition, volume)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Page
	Helpful Information (point form, direct quotations, summary, etc.)
	Where you plan on using it

	
	
	


Source 2:
	Author Name

Last, First.
	Article Title

“Quotations” 
	Larger Text

Italicize
	City of Publication:
	Publisher,
	Year.
	Format.
	Other (ie. Date accessed, edition, volume)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Page
	Helpful Information (point form, direct quotations, summary, etc.)
	Where you plan on using it

	
	
	


Source 3:
	Author Name

Last, First.
	Article Title

“Quotations” 
	Larger Text

Italicize
	City of Publication:
	Publisher,
	Year.
	Format.
	Other (ie. Date accessed, edition, volume)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Page
	Helpful Information (point form, direct quotations, summary, etc.)
	Where you plan on using it

	
	
	


Source 4:
	Author Name

Last, First.
	Article Title

“Quotations” 
	Larger Text

Italicize
	City of Publication:
	Publisher,
	Year.
	Format.
	Other (ie. Date accessed, edition, volume)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Page
	Helpful Information (point form, direct quotations, summary, etc.)
	Where you plan on using it

	
	
	


Source 5:
	Author Name

Last, First.
	Article Title

“Quotations” 
	Larger Text

Italicize
	City of Publication:
	Publisher,
	Year.
	Format.
	Other (ie. Date accessed, edition, volume)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Page
	Helpful Information (point form, direct quotations, summary, etc.)
	Where you plan on using it

	
	
	








New technologies 


	    that interest 
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