“The Flying Machine” – Ray Bradbury
New Vocabulary – Write your guess, based on context (page numbers are given) of the meaning of these words.
	hordes (208)
	preserved (208)
	nestled (208)
	keel (208)
	pelts (210)

	apparatus (208)
	executioner (209)
	bewildered (209)
	serene (209)
	

	whirled (210)
	retreated (210)
	solace (210)
	loped (210)
	


Reading Questions:

1. Create a versus statement detailing who is involved in the story’s main conflict.  Explain the situation of this conflict.  Explain how the conflict affects the protagonist.

2. The emperor’s machine (his garden of metal and jewels) is an object that represents an IDEA or something bigger beyond itself.  What’s your guess for what it represents?  Explain your choice.

3. In the emperor’s mind, why is the flyer’s invention dangerous?  Explain why he might feel this way.
4. Look at this quotation: “But there are times…when one must lose a little beauty if one is to keep what little beauty one already has” (210).  What meaning does this quotation have for the story?

5. Bradbury includes a couple instances of foreshadowing.  Locate one of them and explain what it foreshadows.

6. If a TOPIC of this story is “hidden knowledge,” what do you think Bradbury’s main message is about that topic?  Create a theme statement about hidden knowledge.  

7. Do you think the emperor is justified in killing the flyer?  Why or why not?
8. Although this story takes place in an ancient time, list three elements that it shares with the Sci-Fi genre.

9. Read the following and identify three connections between “The Flying Machine” and the story of Icarus.

	Icarus  (IK-uh-rus)
Son of Daedalus who dared to fly too near the sun on wings of feathers and wax. Daedalus had been imprisoned by King Minos of Crete within the walls of his own invention, the Labyrinth. But the great craftsman's genius would not suffer captivity. He made two pairs of wings by adhering feathers to a wooden frame with wax. Giving one pair to his son, he cautioned him that flying too near the sun would cause the wax to melt. But Icarus became ecstatic with the ability to fly and forgot his father's warning. The wax melted, the feathers came loose, and Icarus plunged to his death in the sea.
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