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Romeo and Juliet Essay

You’re to write an approximately a 750-1000 word essay on one of the two topics below. If you’d like to pursue a different thesis, you may develop one and have it approved by your teacher. 
Be sure your essay includes the following success criteria:

	Argument & Content:

	· Develop a clear and strong thesis statement
· Refer to the thesis development worksheet to ensure you have a strong argument

· Remember to use the expository format for your argument: point, proof (clear examples, taken from the play), discussion model in each of your body paragraphs

· Include a minimum of one direct quotation in each body paragraph

· Where applicable, reference literary/rhetorical/poetic devices throughout the essay to strengthen your analysis
· Include an MLA formatted works cited with a minimum of two entries (one is the play)

	Formatting & Structure:

	· Be sure to include a proper introduction and concluding paragraph
· Include a persuasive thesis statement in the introductory paragraph 

· Use proper MLA formatting 

· Outline your essay in the expository or comparative format 

· Be sure to use MLA format when citing your references. If you were citing Act II, scene iii lines 58-60, you would write it as (II, iii, 58-60)

· Integrate quotations so they fit seamlessly into your argument

	Writing Style    & Editing:
	· Use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling throughout your essay

· Ensure your writing is formal and persuasive
· Check that you have not made any common essay mistakes
· Use the essay editing checklist to give it one last proofread



Essay Topics:
Expository: 

Is fate to blame for the deaths within the play?
Think about character’s references to fate, character’s interpretations of their own relationships, the role of the prologue and minor characters.
OR

Comparative: 

Who is the most responsible adult in the play? (This excludes Romeo and Juliet)

Think about their actions, advice, and relationships with the younger generation. What influence do they hold, and is this influence used appropriately? 

There are various forms of comparative essays. Choose one method, and organize your argument consistently.
Option 1: Analyze one adult per (expository) body paragraph & compare in your intro and conclusion

Option 2: Analyze one commonality in 2-3 adults per (comparative) body paragraph 

. 
Submission:

Submit the following elements on the appropriate dates

· Brainstorm: 
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Lv: 


	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge & Understanding
	 
	 
	· Demonstrates considerable use of the writing process

· Demonstrates considerable understanding of play

· Demonstrates considerable understanding of structure
	 

	Thinking & Inquiry
	 
	 
	· Thesis and arguments are well formed and persuasive 

· Supports main idea with specific evidence and reasons

· Chooses properly cited and well integrated supports
· Clearly explains how evidence and reasons support main idea
	 

	Communication & Formatting
	
	
	· Argument is organized appropriately for the content

· Proper MLA formatting, with few errors
· Writing is at the grade 10, academic level 
· Few spelling, grammatical, and/or mechanical errors
· Works cited includes multiple entries, properly formatted
	


