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Vinyl Stickers

You will be making a minimum of two vinyl stickers.  Vinyl lasts for years, so think of some things that you’d like to make a sticker of that’s more than just a fad. Also, working with vinyl you will be using sharp x-acto knives. If you are unable to adhere to the proper use and knife safety, you will not be allowed to complete this project. 

Step 1: Planning

· Begin by designing three simplistic, two toned images and drawing them to scale in pencil crayon

· You may use the internet to help find an image; however, be sure to simplify it (by removing the background or any elements you don’t want included), or using the “cutout” filter in Photoshop

· Any digital images used must be royalty free or your own creation 

· Designs must fill a 10 cm x 10 cm square

· Each design must contain a minimum of one “floating island”

· Have the image approved by the teacher

· Print off or photocopy your original designs at the same size incase you make a mistake

· This image will be used as a stencil

· Decide which colour is your foreground

· Note: if you are doing a three-toned image, your foreground likely overlaps the other two colours (ie. a black outline on a cartoon)

· If there are any floating islands or thin, isolated peninsulas, draw a (1/3 cm minimum) connecting line or “bridge” on your stencil to the island using a coloured pencil.

· Note: Your bridges should be a unique colour, as you will cut them out at a later time. 

· Trim your stencil down so it has a 1 cm border

· Tape your stencil down on the piece of vinyl you will be using for your foreground

Step 2: Cutting

· Using a sharp x-acto knife and a cutting board, cut out all of the negative spaces by cutting along the edges of your stencil

· Be sure to leave any structural bridges intact, they will be removed in the final stage

· Apply enough pressure that you are cutting through your stencil and the first layer of vinyl, but try not to cut through the vinyl’s back layer of paper.

· When you finish cutting around the outline of a shape, use your knife to pick out the contents of that area (both the stencil and the vinyl)

· Try not to pull the vinyl if you’ve missed an edge, because you don’t want to stretch your image

· When the interior pieces of vinyl have been removed, you may cut out the exterior of your foreground

· Save your paper stencil (as well as the stencil’s outer piece) for measuring additional layers

· If you are making a sticker with more than two layers, repeat the steps above to create your layers working from the foreground towards the background

· You may use the stencil or the stencil outline for a piece, depending on the size and placement of your layer

· If your sticker has a black outline (your foreground), trace the inner and outer lines of the stencil on your next piece of vinyl

· Your cuts must stay between these two lines, so there is no colour overlap going behind the black outline and into a section where it shouldn’t be

Step 3: Assembly

When all of your layers have been cut you can begin assembly.

· Begin by removing the paper backing from your foreground and laying it face down (sticky side up) on a clean surface

· Remove the paper carefully and slowly; if the vinyl sticks to itself, it is unlikely you will be able to use that piece (this is one reason why you built structural bridges)

· If you are making a 3+ layered sticker, remove the backing from your next layer and carefully place it face down (sticky side up) on top of the foreground

· Work carefully and slowly when aligning your sticker. Once it is stuck in place you will not be able to separate the layers

· The tip of a knife or a pencil are good tools to help align and place your vinyl layers directly over the foreground without dropping them so they don’t stick together in the wrong place

· When laying down a layer of vinyl, slowly begin in one corner and work your way across the image to avoid bubbles and creases

· Tape your final layer of vinyl (the background) to the table to prevent it from moving

· Take the top layer(s) and repeat the above process of attaching layers, working slowly and carefully to avoid wrinkles and bubbles

Step 4: Cut Away the Bridges

· With all layers assembled, you’re ready to cut away the bridges

· Complete the foreground layer before removing any elements of the middle-ground

· To do so, isolate any bridges (especially if they make a web or grid shape) by gently cutting along the edge of the bridge and the piece that you want to keep

· Cutting along edges is imperative because if you press too hard you will cut through multiple layers of vinyl, which will be less noticeable if it happens at a seam (as opposed to the interior of a positive space)

· Once all the connecting lines for your bridge (web) have been cut, carefully pick it out with your knife by lifting the edges and pealing away

Step 5: Finishing Touches and Application

· Cut away any excess vinyl from the background layer leaving a consistent border

· Burnish the front of the sticker with the back of your fingernail to make sure everything is secure, and bubbles and creases are minimal

· When attaching your sticker to an object, make sure it is something you’ll keep for a while

· Wash and dry the surface, then firmly roll the sticker on and press it down

· Burnish the sticker to ensure it’s secure

Submission:

· Your due date is: 







· Submit your final stickers (with paper backing still applied), stencil and any rough sketches with the rubric (below)

Self Critique

1. What did you enjoy about this project? Why was this element successful?

2. What was the most difficult element of this project? What would you do differently if you were to redo it?

3. Is your sticker the same as your original design? If not, what changes were made during the process, and why?

4. What have you learned about positive and negative space, and contrast? Why are these important to design? 

Final Evaluation:











	Criteria
	R
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Image Selection 

& Process
	
	· Images contains two layers with few islands
· Few elements of process are completed properly 

· Images are inappropriate
	· Images contains two layers with some islands
· Some elements of process are completed properly 

· Fair image selection
	· Images contains two complex layers with multiple islands

· Most elements of process are completed properly 

· Images are appropriate
	· Images contains 3+ complex layers with multiple islands

· All elements of process are completed properly 

· Great image selection

	Positive / Negative Space, Contrast & Registry
	
	· Displays a poor understanding of positive & negative space
· Little contrast
· Layers are not aligned
	· Displays a fair understanding of positive & negative space

· Some contrast
· Fair alignment
	· Displays a good understanding of positive & negative space
· Good contrast
· Layers are well aligned
	· Displays a great understanding of positive & negative space
· Excellent Contrast
· Layers are perfectly aligned

	Workmanship (edges, cuts, bubbles)
	
	· Rough edges

· Poor lines

· Unclean finish

· Many creases / bubbles
	· Fairly smooth edges

· Fairly straight lines

· Fairly clean finish

· Some creases / bubbles
	· Smooth edges

· Straight lines

· Clean finish

· Few creases / bubbles
	· Very smooth edges

· Very straight lines

· Very clean finish

· No creases / bubbles

	Self Evaluation
	
	· Little self-analysis

· Poor consideration of the layering process
	· Some evident self-analysis

· Fair consideration of the layering process
	· Evident self-analysis

· Good consideration of the layering process
	· Thorough self-analysis

· Great consideration of the layering process


Total: 

/50

