In-Class Voice Analysis

“January 24” from Sharon Creech’s Love That Dog

We were going for a drive

and my father said

We won’t be long—

You come too

and so I went

and we drove and drove

until we stopped at a

red brick building

with a sign

in blue letters

ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTER.
And inside we walked

down a long cement path

past cages

with all kinds of 

dogs

big and small

fat and skinny

some of them

hiding in the corner

but most of them

bark-bark-barking and 

jumping up

against the wire cage

as we walked past

as if they were saying 
Me! Me! Choose me!

I’m the best one!


And that’s where we saw

the yellow dog

standing against the cage

with his paws curled

around the wire

and his long red tongue

hanging out

and his big black eyes

looking a little sad

and his long tail

wag-wag-wagging

as if he were saying

Me me me! Choose me!


And we did.

We chose him.


And in the car

he put his head 

against my chest

and wrapped his paws

around my arm

as if he were saying

Thank you thank you thank you.

And the other dogs

in the cages

get killed dead

if nobody chooses them.
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Change in tone created by subject: From childish to stark reality





Lack of punctuation and run-on-sentence creates a childish or uneducated voice.





Parallel Structure: multiple stanzas end with italicized dialogue, creating excitement





Parallel Structure: is broken in the final stanza, with a sobering epiphany that the boy knows the truth about animal shelters.





Repetition: The dogs are portrayed as excited with repeating words and limited vocabulary.





Sentence Arrangement: varying lengths emphasize the length of the journey and anticipation of the child





Organization: The Chronological organization gives the impression of a child telling a story.





Passive Voice: The phrase “get killed dead” shows the dogs are passive, and undeserving of their fate if not adopted.





Imagery: The description of the dog creates sympathy within audiences as they visualize the dog.





Effective Diction:


The author uses the most basic descriptors (red tongue, big black eyes) to emphasize the childish voice





Active Voice: gets viewers to assume the child’s perspective and get excited about the journey.





Sentence Length: These are the shortest sentences that the author uses—emphasizing their importance as the climax of the child’s day.





Conjunctions: Each stanza begins with an improper use of “and” to continually remind readers that the persona is an excited child.





Sentence Fragment:


This sentence does not contain an adequate verb because the child is unable to articulate how much this adoption means to him.





Paragraph Variety:


This child has very simple understanding shown through the single purposes of paragraphs. They’re either narrative or descriptive. He does not combine these elements, and is incapable of understanding the higher level thinking which he bluntly describes at the end.





















































